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2 Cor. 1x. 12. 


For the Adminiſtration of this Service not only ſupplies the 
Want of the Saints, but is abundant alſo by many Thankſ-. 
givings unto God. | 5 


to the Duty of this Day, to ſupply the Place of that worthy Brother, 
who was fixed on for this Service, and would have performed it to 
great Advantage, had he not been providentially diſabled by bodily Indiſpoſi- 
tion; yet, I could not refuſe to appear once more before you, on this your 
Annual Meeting, and chearfully lend, at the united Deſire of all your Managers, 
any little Aſſiſtance I was capable of giving, to promote the Deſign of it: E- 
ſpecially as I conſider you in the pleaſing View, of an Aſſembly or ety 
of Perſons, who amidſt various Sentiments in leſſer Things, yet are all united 
in the ſame eſſential. Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, and animated by the 
ſame divine Spirit of Chriſtian. Benevolence, to throw into one common Fund 
your Offerings, for the undiſtinguiſhed Relief of thoſe worthy Objects, to whoſe 
Support this Charity is conſecrated, and by which their great Neceſſities hav 
been yearly ſupplied. This looks, as if the uh primitive and genuine 
Spirit of the Goſpel was reviving, when laying aſide our Differences in Mat- 
ters of ſmaller Conſequence, we can join with one Heart and one Soul in the 
romoting a common Good, and without any regard to Denomination or Party, 
| Fave learnt to extend an equal Affection and Care to thoſe of all, who come wi 
in the original and peculiar Intention of the Formation of this Society. So that 
the Adminiſtration of this Service, not only ſupplies the Wants of the Saints, but on + 
Account of the peculiar Circumſtances that attend it, is abundant alſo by many * - 
Thankſgivings unto God. „„ | | | 
Lou have had, on theſe annua! Returns, almoſt all the particular Subjects, 
relating to Charity, explained and <_—_— and as the Event hath proves” 
2 of 


T's: I am called on out of Order, and with ſmall Alomance of Time, 
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with exceeding good Succeſs: in as much as you have not only ſhewn 4 
Readineſs to wil, i. e. a friendly Diſpoſition, to the Support of this Fund: Yow 
have not only wiſhed it well, but you have ſhewn @ Readineſs of Performance alſo. 
And therefore, as it would be difficult to make choice of any particular 
Topic, on this Occaſion, that hath not been already inſiſted on, I chooſe 
rather at this Time, after having briefly reprefented to you the Cafe St. Paut 
recommends to the Corinthians, to conſider only | | 
1. The Directions he gives to them, for their governing themſelves. in their 
perſonal Contributions to the particular Charity he ſolicited them for. 
2. To ſhew you this great Apoſtle's Method of aſking Charity for others, 
or the Arguments and Pleas he makes uſe of with the Corinthians. And 
3. Fo apply the Subject of my Text to the preſent Purpoſe and Occaſion. 
As to, the particular Caſe recommended by St. Paul to the Corinthians *, it 
was that of relieving the poor diftreſſed Chriſtians at Jeruſalem, and in Fudea. 
It was cuſtomary for the Jews of the Diſperſion, i. e. who lived out of Judea, 
and were diſperſed amongſt the Gentiles, for the Benefit of Trade and Commerce, 
to ſend yearly, from the ſeveral Places where they ſojourned, certain Sums col- 
lected from amongſt themſelves, to their Brethren in Fudea, wllo were in Ne- 
ceſſity and Poverty T. In conformity to this Cuftom, undoubtedly, St. Paul: 
ſet on foot Collections amongſt the Macedonian, Corinthian; and other Gentile 
Converts to Chriſtianity, for the Aſſiſtance and Relief of the Churches of Judea, 
which generally conſiſted of the lower and poorer Sort of People. And he was 
the more ſolicitous that the Contributions might be large and generous, for the 
Honour af Chriſtianity, and that it might abundantly appear, that his Belief in 
Chriſt was ſo far from leſſening his Regard to his own Country, and his Concern 
far the Relief of the diſtreſſed Inhabitants of it, as that it rather heightened 
his Zeal for their Welfare, and made him more diligent in his Endeavours to 
ſerve them. And therefore, in order to prevent the Clamours of the Unbe- 
lieving Jews, who would gladly have laid hold of every Objection againſt 
Chriſtianity, and to cut off from them every Occaſion of reproaching it with 
being a ſelfiſh, ungenerous, unſocial Inſtitution, he makes uſe of all the Ar- 
guments that Art, Eloquence, Nature, and Religion could furniſh him with,, 
to excite the Corinthian Converts, to the moſt liberal Diſtribution to their Ne- 
ceſſities; intermixing at the ſame time thoſe Rules and Directions for their: 
Conduct in this Affair, as might render their Charity confiſtent with Pru- 
dence, and their other Obligations, and at the ſame time an acceptable Offer- 
ing of real Piety towards God. I ſhall therefore > 
I. Conſider theſe Ruks of Charity that the Apoſtle lays down for the 
Direction of the Corinthian Converts, in the Contributions to which he exhorts 
them; by which the Caution and Equity of this great Man will appear, and 
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and his Manner of recommending it conſidered. 5 


his Concern, that no Circumſtance might be wanting, to add a Value and Dig- 
nity to the Offerings they made. 

1. The Apoſtle with great Wiſdom and Juſtice exhorts them, that what they 
gave, ſhould be properly and ſtrictly of their own. Perform the Doing out of 
that which you have *. He who hath nothing of his own, can have nothing 
to give another, and he who gives what is the Property of others, knowingly, 
without their Leave, is ſo far from being a truly charitable Man, as that he 
is in reality an unrighteous and unjuſt one, and guilty .of what God hates, 
Robbery for Burnt-offermg +. And therefore no Perſuaſions of others, no inward 
Compaſſion of our own Minds, no Occaſion that 12 of relieving Objects 
of Miſery, ſhould ever be ſuffered ſo to impreſs and affect thoſe Perſons, who 
know their Circumſtances are bad, and that what they have in their Hands is 
not their own, but another's Property, as to perſuade and prevail with them 
to contribute, on ſuch Accounts, what doth not belong to them, and what 
neither God nor Man gives them any Right or Liberty to diſpoſe of. 

2. As no one ſhould give away in Charity any thing but what is his own, ſo. 
none ſhould give above his Circumſtances, and every one in Proportion to. what. 
his Circumſtances are. Thus the Apoſtle directs. The Performance is accepted 
according to what a Man batb 8, i. e. if he gives in Proportion to his Sub- 
ſtance. This ſnould limit his Bounty; and Generoſity ſnould never be ſuffered 
to exceed this Meaſure, leſt it becomes Profuſion and Extravagance. And, 
therefore, though the Corinthians were, probably, many of them rich, yet the 
Apoſtle tells them, at the ſame time that he is exhorting them to Liberality: 7 
mean not that other Men ſhould be eaſed, and you. burthened ||: I don't deſire 
your Bounty ſhould be fo large, as to render the Contributions of. others 
unneceſſary, or as ſhall be any ways inconvenient or burthenſome to your- 
ſelves; but that there may be an Equality : An Equality, not in what every 
one gave; for that would be to confound the Rich and Poor; but ſuch an 
Equality as correſponded. to Mens different Circumſtances and Abilities ; the 
Poorer in proportion. to. the little they had, and the Richer in proportion to their 
greater Abundance ;, which is the true Equality that Reafon dictates, and Religion 
preſcribes. For rich Men to give only like thoſe in, lower Life is mean; and. 
for the Poor to give like the Rich argues Vanity; and both exceed the Golden. 
Rules of Equality and Proportion. However, + 

3. Every Man's own Judgment and Choice is to dire and govern him in every 
thing he contributes upon charitable Occaſions. St. Paul, though.an Apoſtle, 
Par eh to uo Authority over Mens Pro „nor to preſcribe to any Man the 

eaſure of his Charity. The general Rule of Proportion he laid down was 
certainly equitable. But when he had given this, he [ef the Application of the 
Rule to every one's Prudence and Conſcience ; becauſe every Man is the beſt: 
Judge of his own Circumſtances, and of what he can beſt ſpare from the De- 
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mands of his own Family, Conveniencies, and Buſineſs. Every Man, according 
as be hath purpoſed in his Heart, fo let him give *. Juſtice and Charity are quite 
different things. What is due to another in Juſtice, may juſtly be demanded ; _ 
but to demand Charity is Preſumption ; becauſe that ſuppoſes, in the nature of 
the thing, the Want of Claim, and that it depends ſolely on the Pleaſure of 
the Giver. And therefore as the Poor may modeſtly aſk, but muſt not pre- 
fume to dictate; ſo when you allow us to interceed with you for the Poor, 
we know our Duty, and the Reſpect that is due to you too well, to pretend 
to preſcribe; and when we repreſent to you the Neceſſities of others, tis our 
Pleaſure that we repreſent them to thoſe, who have within their own Breaſts 
ſo powerful a Plea for relieving them, from the innate, principled Benevolence 

Compaſſion of their own Minds, as renders it ſuperfluous in us to ſay any 
thing of the Proportion and Meaſure ; fince to your Power, I bear you Record, 


. That you are willing of yourſelves, without any long or laboured Entreaty from 
us. And therefore we are entirely contented, and defirous 


4- That every Offering you make may be purely free, and intirely volun- 
tary. Every Man, Jet him give, not grudgingly, or of Nereſfity 4. This is a 
neceſſary Ingredient in all Charity, and without this it loſes all its Value 


and Merit. And this was the Cafe of the Macedonians, who «ere willing of 


themſelves ; and fo far from needing any Preſſing or Perſuaſion to this good 
Work of relieving the poor Brethren of Judea, that they were excited to it by 
their own Hearts, and with great Intreaty $, or much Exhortation, beſought the 
Apoſtle, that be would receive the Gift, and take upon him the Fellowſhip of the 
miniſtring to the Saints: Or as the Words may be rendred : Praying us with 
much Exhortation, that wwe would accept their Gift, and their Participation, or 
having a Share in what was adminiſtred to the Saints: Or in modern Engliſh : 

intreated the Favour of him, that though they were poor and afflifted, he 
would accept their free-will Offering, and let them have a Share in the Pleaſure 
and Honour of adminiſtring to the Neceſſities of the Saints. True Benevolence 
loves to prevent Intreaty, ſeeks for Objects to gratify its Paſſion to do Good, 


and feeds itſelf with the grateful Pleaſure of conferring Benefits on thoſe that 


want them. And *tis the Character of God, that he loves à chearful Giver ||. 
And though a good Man knows that Goodneſs and Beneficence are Commands 
of Chriſtianity, and enforced by the ſtrongeſt Motives ; yet in the Good he 
doth, he doth not act merely through the Conſtraint of Command, or becauſe 
obliged to it by Precept, as 8 what he doth ; or involuntarily obeying 
a Command, becauſe he thinks it neceſſary, and cannot avoid: doing it withBafety. 
"This is the Obedience of a Have to a Tyrant, and not that of an imgenuons and free 
born Subject to a wiſe and gracious Governor, which is the only Diſpoſition that 
ſhould take place under the Goyernment of Chriſt. And therefore as he eſteems 


the Command itfelf to be wiſe and good, and knows it to be commanded be- 


” 
*. 


cauſe eſſentially excellent and right; at the ſame Time, and in the fame Inſtances. 


| e, ix, 7 I bid. 1 Cor; viii. 3. 1— . | 2 Cor. ix. 7. 
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7 
that he is obeying the Command of God, he obeys the moſt powerful * 
ings of his own Heart, and gives himſelf the moſt ſenſible Gratification by 
what he knows will be pleaſing and acceptable to his Saviour and Lord. And 
though he allows himſelf to be pleaded with, eſpecially on public Occaſions, and 
loves to be excited to benevolent Actions, yet what he contributes at ſuch Sea- 
ſons is not extorted from him by the Pleader's Eloquence or Earneſtneſs, but by 
the kinder Conſtraints of the humane, generous AﬀtQions, which excite him to 
deviſe liberal things, and make him embrace all the various Opportunities that 
are preſented to him to ſhew Compaſſion to others, with a Pleaſure and Satiſ- 
faction often ſuperior to theirs, who are he Beneficiaries of his Goodneſs, and 
ſupported by the Effects of his Bounty. And therefore 

5. It is no wonder that he is large and liberal in his Acts of Goodneſs, and 
like that bleſſed Being he imitates, abundant in Mercy and Kindneſs * ; accordin 
to the Apoſtle's Direction: Abound in this Grace alſo. Make up beforehand you 
Bounty, that it may be ready as a Matter of Bounty, and not of Covetouſueſs f. 
You have promiſed me evaoyuey jw, your Bleſſing. Let it appear to be ſuch by 
the Liberality of the Gift, and not look like the penurious Offering of a niggard 
and covetous Diſpoſition But here Prudence „ muſt direct the 
libcral Heart. Different Caſes require different Conſiderations; and what may 
be very ſufficient in ſome Perſons, or leſſer Occaſions, may as to others be very 
ſcanty and inſufficient, And when there are numerous Calls for Charity, it is 
not to be expected or deſired, that Perſons ſhould communicate in the ſame 
Abundance to every one, as they would to any fingle one. It is ſufficient to ſup- 
port the 3 Character, that Men ſhew themſelves ready to ſupport every 
good Defign, according to their Conviction of the Importance of it, and as 
their own Circumſtances and Conveniences will permit them; provided, that 
neither unneceſſary nor criminal Pleaſures deſtroy the Sources of Charity, nor 
the narrow Dictates of an avaricious Spirit be miſtaken for the better Preſcrip- 
tions of Chriſtian Wiſdom and Prudence. And laſtly _ | 

6. That Charity may want nothing to heighten and perfect it, the Apoſtle 
directs, that it ſhould always proceed from the nobleſt Principles, and be kept ins 
continual Life and Exerciſe by the moſt worthy and excellent Motives ; Bn 
Reverence for God, and Regard to his Will, from the divine Approbation, and 
chearful Hope in his Power and Goodneſs ; from the Conſideration of the Grace 
of Chrift, and the Deſire of imitating his Example, and being conformed to his 
Image; from the being really and intirely devated to the Lord, and the Sincerity 
of their profeſſed Subjettion to bis Goſpel; from a Concern to do Honour to his 
Religion, an recommend it to the Veneration and Eſteem of the World about 
them; and finally, that they may give Occaſion to others 10 glorify God, when they 
ſce the ſincere and genuine Proofs of their Faith and Love, and may excite many 
0 an Imitation of their Example in the Works of Goodneſs 5. Theſe are the 

iN 2 Cox. vii, ant -in. | J 2 Cor. viii, 5. — 18.7. viii. 9 
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moſt generous and valuable Principles on which Men can act in any of the Tranſ- 
actions of their Lives, and when the benevolent Affections are under their Influ- 
ence and Conduct, natural Paſſions riſe into Diſpoſitions of real Piety, and every 
kind Action that we perform is exalted above the Character of humane, and 
participates of the more venerable Nature of Religion and Godlineſs: An Obſerva- 
tion this, that ſnews the excellent divine Spirit of Chriſtianity, that thus gives 
the finiſhing Poliſh and higheſt Dignity to all the Affections of our Frame, and 
t:aches us how to improve thoſe Actions, that are dictated by Inſtin& and Inclina- 
tion, into fome of the moſt ſubſtantial and acceptable Proofs of a real and ratio- 
nal Devotion. 

Theſe are the ſeveral Directions given by this Apoſtle for the prudent, regular, 
and religious Management of every Inſtance of our Charity, and if theſe are 
duly conſidered, we can need no other; as they are ſufficient to preſerve us from 
every Extream, and teach us ſo to manage it, as to render it no ways inconveni- 
ent to ourſelves, moſt beneficial to others, and as ſhall ſecure us all the moſt 
valuable Advantages that can attend it. Give me leave now 

II. In the ſecond Place to repreſent to you, the ſeveral Motives and Argu- 
ments, by which he enforces on the Corinthians, a generous Contribution to- 


wards the Relief of the diſtreſſed Chriſtians in Judea and Feruſalem. And here 


the Art and Addreſs of this Apoſtle are truly admirable ; touching every Affecti- 
on of human Nature, and bn ſuch a Variety of Perſuaſives, as that I don't 
think it poſſible for another to be added that he hath omitted; inſomuch that 
it hath not been without the greateſt Surprixe and Pleaſure, that I have any 
conſidered theſe #29 Chapters on the preſent Occaſion. And as I ſhall not uſe 
one ſingle Topic that the Apoſtle hath not ſuggeſted, you will remember, that 25 
far it is not I, but St. Paul, who is pleading the Cauſe of the Widow and Fatherleſs 
with you this Day; and whatever Succeſs ſhall attend it, it is to bis Skill and 
Eloquence, and not any thing of mine, you mult aſcribe it; or rather to the 
Favour of that God, who proſpers what he himſelf hath planted, and kindly 
gives the Encreaſe. I ſhall have Time only barely to mention them, and they 
are ſuch, as that you yourſelves will apply them, without needing any Direction 
About it from me. And here 

1. He argues from the Nature and Objects of the Charity itſelf which he recom- 
mended to them : Perſons in the deepeſt Diſtreſs, or, as he repreſents them, in 
Circumſtances of great Want. He did not collect Charity for himſelf, to ſup- 
port the Pride of the Apoſtolate, or the Pomp and State of the Chriſtian Miniſ- 


try, or to ſupply unneceſſary Deſires, the Claims of Extravagance and Luxury. 


It was real Miſery he held up to their View; and that not brought on ther by the 
il Conduct of the Perſons ſuffering, but by the Courſe of Things, and the wiſe 
Permiſſion and Orderance of Providence. Here human Nature itſelf muſt 
dictate the Propriety of aſſiſting them. But the Argument for their Relief ſtill 
became ſtronger, when they remembered, that the Perſons in this deep Diſtreſs 
were Saints, Converts to Chriſtianity; many of them undoubtedly Perſons of great 
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Piety and Virtue, and all of them obliged to be thus Saints by their Chriſtian 
Profeſſion and Obligation. Humanity, the common Tye between all Men, 
is a powerful Plea to a good Mind to relieve ſuch as are in Diſtreſs ; but the 
Ties of Chriſtianity are yet ſtronger ; and as prudent Charity ſhould ever ſelect 
the moſt worthy Objects, ſuch as believe in and worſhip the true God, and are 
united to ourſelyes by the like precicus Faith in the ſame Redeemer, who practiſe 
the ſame Virtues of the Chriſtian Life, and are on theſe Accounts peculiarly 
favoured by God himſelf ; theſe muſt have, in the nature of the thing, the firſt 
Claim to our Benevolence, and to all the kind and friendly Effects of it. And 
this was the more neceſſary in the preſent Caſe, as the Jews hated. thoſe of their 
own Nation who believed in Chriſt, perſecuted them in the ſevereſt Manner, by 
Bonds, Impriſonments, Stripes, Confiſcations, and Death; and who therefore 
well deſerved, under theſe grievous Sufferings, to be pitied and relieved by 
thoſe of the ſame Faith and Religion with themſelves. _ 

2. He argues from the prudent Precautions he had taken, to prevent every 
reaſonable Ground of Complaint of the Miſapplication of the Charity, and that 
they themſelves might have the fulleſt Satisfaction, that it was faithfully admi- 
niſtred to the Purpoſes for which it was given. St. Paul was of all Men living 
the leaſt liable to a Suſpicion of Fraud, Selfiſbne/ſs and Avarice; and the Churches 
were ſo fully appriſed of this, that, as our Verſion renders the Words, they 
prayed him with much Intreaty that he would take upon himſelf the Adminiſtration 
of this Charity lo the Saints. But the Apoſtle knew the World too well to 
accept of ſuch a Truſt alone, and his Rule of Conduct was, to provide for bo- 
neſt Things Þ, or to take care that his Honeſty might appear, not only before 
God, but in the Sight of Men 5; and therefore he ſtudiouſly avoided this, 
that no one ſhould be able to blame him in the Diſpoſal of ſo large a Charity. Per- 
ſonal Integrity won't be free from Cenſure, till it appears, and clandeſtine Diſtri- 
butions of the Bounty of others, will, even in worthy Men, be liable to Suſpi- 
cion. And therefore the Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, that whomſoever you ſhall 
approve, them will I ſend to bring your Liberality to Jeruſalem || ; and that he had 
ſent to them, to collect their Contributions, Titus, whoſe excellent Character 
they were all acquainted with, and another Brother with bim I, generally thought 
to be St. Luke the Evangeliſt, who was univerſaily known and eſteeemed amongſt all. 
the Churches + , and a third, whoſe Diligence the Apoſtle had frequently ex- 
perienced, and for whoſe Integrity he undertook to be anſwerable. So 
that the Apoſtle did not think it beneath him to have Witneſſes of his Fide- 
lity, nor imagine it any Reflection upon his Character, but the ſureſt Vindica- 
tion of it, to be made accountable to his Principals, and even to his Inferiors in 
Office and Dignity, when appointed by the Churches, as his Partners in this 
Service of Love and Charity ; nor account it enough to be free from Blame, 
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without being at the ſame Time free from all Suſpicion of it. And undoubt- 
edly there can be no greater Encouragement to public Charity, than when the 
Adminiſtration of it is ſo well guarded and provided for, as to prevent all rea- 
5 Complaints and Jealouſies, as to Fidelity and Care in * Diſtribution 
OT it. 

3. The Manner of his addreſſing theſe Corinthians hath ſomewhat in it /o ele- 
gant and polite, /o genteel and well-bred, /o ſoft and yet ſo powerful, as that all 
the Charms of Perſuaſſon are united in it, and as that it was almoſt impoſſible 
for thoſe to whom the Addreſs was directed, not to be inſpired with thoſe ge- 
nerous Affections he was endeavouring to raiſe in them, or not to yield to Soli- 
citations, that had /uch a Manner to enforce and ſtrengthen them. He ſalutes 
them as his Brethren *, an Appellation of Affection, and Confidence; and not 
in the 8 Stile of an Apoſtle. Though that was neceſſary, when the Doc- 
trines of Religion were to be delivered, to ſhew their original and divine Autho- 
rity ; yet the Diſpoſition to Goodneſs was to be excited by kinder Characters, and- 
the Heart to be opened to Dictates of Compaſſion by the winning Inſinuations of 
Friendſhip and Eſteem. Brethren, ve certify you of the Grace of God beſtowed 
on the Churches of Macedonia. This is artfully catching their Attention, and 

awakening their Deſire. The Grace of God on the Churches of Macedonia ! What 
diſtinguiſhing Favour can this be! The Favour of being bleſſed with Tenderneſs 
to others in a great Trial of their own Afliction, with Joy in the Midſt of deep 
Tribulation, and with an abundant Liberality though in Circumſtances of the 
loweſt Poverty. How that in the great Trial of Afliction, the Abundance of their 
Toy and their deep Poverty abounded unto the Riches of their Liberality +. i. e. 
"Though under Perſecution, yet ſuch was their Joy for having embraced the 
Goſpel, that notwithſtanding their great Poverty, they gave the moſt ſincere, 

liberal and generous Proofs of their Chriſtian Benevolence and Charity. Could 
any Introduction be more natural? Any thing be thought of more proper to 
ſtrike the more wealthy Corinthians? Who can forbear admiring, when he ſecs 

* Perſecution in Joy, Affliction chearful, and Poverty itſelf beneficent and bounti- 
Tal! Could the Corinthians help applauding ſach heroic Virtue, ſuch exemplary 
Heights of Piety and Goodneſs, refuſe to own it as a very ſubſtantial Mark of 
God's Grace beſtowed on the happy Macedonians, or fail to wiſh to be themſelves 
diſtinguiſhed by the like divine Favour, and formed into the Diſpoſition they 
admired in them! By this means he drew them to approve his Requeſt even 
before he made it, and prepared the Way for a liberal Contribution, before he 
had well diſcovered his Intention to aſk it. > ; 
And when he opens his Deſign, how engaging is the Manner in which he doth 
it! The Macedonians, he tells them, diſcovered a Generoſity, a tender Concern 
for their poor Brethren in Judea, even beyond his Hope. For as they firſt gave 
' themſclves to the Lord, and to bim, the Apoſtle, agreeable to the Will of Ged, i. e. 
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ſet the firſt Example of this charitable Contribution, notwithſtanding their deep 
Poverty, out of their intire Submiſſion to Chriſt, and Affection to the Apoſtle z 
ſo. they did it the more liberally with this View, eig ro wapaxancoa nuas T ov, 
that he might from their Example be encouraged to exbort Titus, to engage them, 
the Corinthians, to a like generous Collection amongſt themſelves: Hereby hold- 
ing up to them this admirable Pattern of the Macedenians in the moſt amiable 
Light, and at the ſame time gently inſinuating, that their very Subjection to 
Chriſt would lead them to comply with ſuch a Requeſt, and that he could 
have ſtrengthened and enforced it by his Authority as an Apoſtle of Chriſt, 

But far trom inſiſting on this with the Corinthians, he chooſes rather to wave 
it, and modeſtly tells them: I ſpeak not by Command. I preſcribe you nothing 
in this Affair. I have indeed propoſed to you a very noble Example; but 
ſtill leave you to your Liberty to do, as your own Judgment and Prudence 
ſhall direct you. | 

He knew, however, they would allow him to effer his Advice. Herem I give my 
Advice t. This was conſiſtent with the Friendſhip and Equality of a Brother; but he 
well underſtood the Force of it as given them by him. Not that he would haveeven 
his Advice or Perſuaſion force and extort from them the Relief he aſked. He would 
have it an Offering of mere good Mill, the Effect only of their own Kindneſs of 
Temper; @ Matter of Bounty, a chearful Offering, that the Praiſe and Benefit 
of it might be wholly their own. He would have them, like the Macedonians, 
ev Faeroe, intirely voluntary; and not only gomoa, give, aA x, To Jeauw, 
ſcilicet oma, but give willingly and with Pleaſure too. _ 

Not that he would vzuriben them, or lay any the leaſt Hardſhip on them. 
mean not that you ſhould bes hurthened F. I aſk nothing that you cannct 
ſpare ; nothing that would abridge your own Conveniences, or ſtraiten yout 
Circumſtances ; not that you ſhould be generous beyond the Rules of Prudence, 
or liberal to your own real Hurt. 

His great Concern was, that what they contributed on this Occaſion, whether 
more or leſs, might amount to a real and ſubſtantial Proof of their Integri- 
ty in their Chriſtian Profeſſion, and that they were animated with that andiſſem- 
bled Love of God and their Chriſtian Brethren, which is the diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of Chriſt's Diſciples ; that they might give a Proof of the To yuyow', the Genuine- 
neſs and Sincerity of their Love ||, and have themſelves the grateful Satisfaction 
that ariſes from the Conſciouſneſs and Exerciſe of it. | 

And as the Corinthians had been elated upon account of the extraordinary Gifts 
they had received, he gently inſinuates to them, that all their moral and intel- 
leftual Attainments, how great ſoever, would be defective without this, and 
their Character incompleat, unleſs perfected by Benevolence and Charity. As 
ye abound in every thing, in Faith and Ulterance, and Knowledge, fee that ye 
abound in this Grace alſo .: Hereby allowing the diſtinguiſhing Honour that 
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God had conferred on them by theſe yapopare, or Gifts of the Spirit, and at 
the ſame Time ing the moſt tender Concern for them, by ſhewing them 
that nothing leſs than their Perfection in every Chriſtian Attainment would 
content him. | . ; 

Not that he doubted of their Compliance with his Requeſt, or in the leaſt 
ſuſpected the Readineſs of their Minds. No. He had the fulleſt Aſſurance 
within himſelf of the kind Diſpoſition of their Hearts, and that they would fully 
anſwer his largeſt Expectations from them. 7 have great Confidence in you *. 
Or as he expreſſes it in the Words immediately preceding this Exhortation : 7 
rejoice, that I have Confidence in you in all things +. And therefore 

As though he had gone too far, and uſed greater Importunity than became 
him, he as it were retracts all he had ſaid, and genteely cenſures it as needleſs ; 
but in ſo artful and winning a Manner, as carried in it one of the ſtrongeſt 
Motives to ingenuous Minds, and rendered it almoſt impoſſible not to yield to 
his Perſuaſions. But as touching the miniſtriug to the Saints, it is ſuperfluous for me 
to write to You F. I bear you witneſs that you need no Exhortations, no Impor- 
tunities to this Work of Charity. I know the Forwardneſs of your Mind; and in 
the Aſſurance of this, I have boafted of you ro them of Macedonia, that Achaia 
was ready an Year ago. I have given the juſt Commendation of your liberal Spi- 
rit and generous Diſpoſition to the Macedonian Churches, and made it the Matter 
of my glorying to them, that 7 was ſure of your Aſſiſtance. And the Succeſs 
of this my boaſting of your Affection and Goodneſs hath been, that others have 
been excited to an Emulation of your Bounty. Tour Zeal, ſaith he, hath provoked 
very many. What Strokes of Nature are here! How doth he wrap bimſelf 
round the Hearts of theſe Corinthians ! Retract his Arguments by a Man- 
ner that carries ſtronger Perſuaſion, and by telling them in a courtly polite Man- 
ner, that they needed no Entreaty, that their liberal Diſpoſition was unqueſtionable, 
that he had commended it, and made it the Matter of his Bcaſt to other 
Churches, and by this means raiſed a warm Spirit of Emulation in many others, 
urges * moſt powerful Motives, that the fineſt and richeſt Imagination could 
ſuggeſt. | 
od finally, the Character he gives them of the Perſons he made choice of, to 
finiſh the Collection, and receive their Contributions, was declaring very ſtrongly 
how high his Expectations from them were, and the Senſe he had of their Worth 
and Merit; was placing them in the foremoſt Rank of the Chriſtian Churches, 
treating them with Diſtinction and Honour, and at the ſame time taking the 
moſt effectual Method to prevent all poſſible Diſappointment, as to thF@Hopes | 
he had conceived from-them. Titus || || had been already with them, and con- 
tracted the moſt intimate Friendſhip amongit them, and had even made ſome 

Preparation ¶ for this Service. Wilb bim * was ſent the Brother, whoſe Praiſe in 
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the Goſpel was through all the Churches, and ordained by them io travel with the 
Apoſtle himſelf with the ſeveral Gifts received on this Occaſion z and a third 
Brother $, thought by ſome to be Apollos, by others, Barnabas, whom St. 
Paul had found, on many Occafions, to be a careful worthy Man. And as to all 
three, he ſums up their Character in theſe honourable Terms: Titus 7s my Part- 
ner, and my Fellow-Labourer amongſt you; and as to the other Brethren, bey are 
Apoſtles, or Meſſengers of the Churches: The Glory of Chriſt. Our Apoſtle well 
knew what he was doing, whilſt he was thus exalting the Character of his Meſ- 
ſengers, and that by every Degree of Eſteem he was raiſing in the Corinthians 
for their Perſons, he was forwarding and ſecuring the good Deſign on which he 
ſent them. 101 | . 

In a Word, the Manner of this whole Addreſs is never enough to be admired; 
as it hath all the Beauties and Charms that Nature and Art, that Simplicity and 


Candor, that Politeneſs and Good -· ſenſe, that Conſciouſneſs of ſuperior Character, 


that Modeſty and Humility, Deference to the Judgments and Submiſſion to the 

Conveniencies of others, that Confidence in their Goodneſs, that deſerved Ac- 
knowledgments of Merit, and well-choſen Commendations of real Excellency, 

that Integrity and Love of true Religion, and a generous Concern for the Per- 

fection and Salvation of others, can cloath it with; and yet free from /ervile 

Complaiſance, from ſordid Flattery and mean Condeſcenſions; the Arts made 

uſe of by vulgar and little Minds, that debaſe the Dignity of Perſuaſion, and 

make thoſe who uſe them appear contemptible and ridiculous. The Preachers 

of the Goſpel need only be well acquainted with St. Paul, and they will learn 

from him how to reaſon and perſuade, how to touch the Heart, and move the Aﬀec- 

tions, and to preach ſo as to convince the Judgment, and warm the Paſſions in 
Favour of Religion and Virtue. And here 

4. How many Paſſions and Springs of Action are there, that his divine Elo- 
quence touches on this Occaſion ? Not one good and generous Affection of 
human Nature that he hath not moved, not one worthy Sentiment that influences 
Men, that he hath not intereſted in Behalf of the Charity he pleaded for. | 

The Caſe itſelf was enough to raiſe their Pity, and draw out their Hearts to 
Compaſſion. The Wants of the Saints was the Object he preſented to them; 
the Saints of God, their Brethren in Chriſt, perſecuted by an unrelenting Fury, 
harraſſed by all the Violences of Injuſtice, oppreſſed, poor, and deſtitute, and 
that both needed and deſerved their Aſſiſtance. 

There is in all well-formed Minds a Spirit of Emulation, an Ambition to equal 
and excel others in valuable Attainments, in worthy Actions, in Uſefulneſs of 
Life, and even to become Patterns to others in things excellent and praiſe-worthy z 
a Diſpoſition, which when well directed, and kept within due Bounds, is one 
of the nobleſt Incentives tg well doing, and which ſhould ever be cultivated and 
improved as one of the moſt excellent and valuable Tendencies of our Frame. 
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And how doth the Apoſtle animate this active Principle, by holding up to the 
View of theſe Corinthians the Example of the Macedonians, joyful in Affliction, 
liberal in Want, generous in Poverty, and of themſelves willing, not only to their 
Power, but even beyond it *, and ſo far from begrudging what they gave, that 
their only Concern and Grief was, that their Circumſtances would permit them to 
do no more. A rare Example of Goodneſs this! But how proper to excite 
the Rich and Wealthy to the moſt liberal Bounty, out of their greater Affluence, 
upon all Occaſions of real Neceſſity and deep Diſtreſs! I ſpeak — by the Oc- 
cafion of the Forwaraneſs of others, to prove the Sincerity of your Love +, to 
animate and warm you by their Example to give the like Proofs of your 
Affection to the Saints of God. Shall Neceſſity, even when under Perſecution, 
abound to greater Liberality, than Plenty itſelf, when enjoyed with Security, 
and in Circumſtances of Peace and Eaſe? Shall Riches, that are the very Means 
of Uſefulneſs, extinguiſh the generous Sparks of a virtuous Ambition to excel 
in Goodneſs, and make Men backward to declare their ready Minds &, and cool 
the ſacred” Warmth of Zeal to provoke others to good Works |, when they have 
the Power in their Hands to become ſhining Examples of things lovely and 
virtuous? It was impoſſible theſe Corinthians could plead their own Circum- 
ſtances as an Excuſe from this Service, when they had ſuch an Example, 
as that of the poor but generous Macedonians to excite them. N 
The Deſire of Commendation and Praiſe, of Reputation and Character, eſpe- 
cially of ſecuring and preſerving the Eſteem and Confidence of great and good 
Men, and the honourable Teſtimony they give us, and maintaining our Share 
of Reputation in the World undiminiſhed and unblemiſhed, is laudable in it- 
ſelf, is inſerted by Nature into our Conſtitution, and we ought not, cannot diveſt 
ourſelves of it, nor be indifferent to the gratifying it. And could theſe Corinthi- 
ans read thoſe Parts of this Exhortation to them: You were forward an Year 
ago, and there was a Readineſs to Mill: I know the Forwardneſs of your Mind, 
for which T boaſt of you to them of Macedonia : Shew the Proof of our boaſting on 
your Behalf .: Could they, I ſay, read theſe natural unaffected Commendations of 
the benevolent Diſpoſition he bare them Witneſs to, without feeling a ſecret Pride 
and Pleaſure in the Acknowledgments and Praiſes of ſo great a Man, and with- 
out inſtantly reſolving to ſupport the Character he gave them, and anſwer the 
ations: he had formed on this Occaſion from them. 
ho doth not wiſh to be beloved by others? Who can be indifferent to the 
Affection of Mankind, or eaſy to find himſelf neglected and undeſired by thoſe, 
he hath Engagements with in the common Concerns of Life, or with whom he 
is connected by one common religious Profeſſion and Communion? St. Paul 
well knew the powerful Attraction and Force of this Motive, when he tells theſe 
Corinthians, 2 their ſuppiying the Wants of the Saints, would excite their 
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kindeſt Affection towards them, and cauſe them to long after them for the exceed- 
ing Grace of God in them *. i. e. to cheriſh towards theſe their generous Friends 
the moſt ardent Love, and the warmeſt Wiſhes for their Proſperity ? 
How quick is the Senſe of Honour in ous and worthy Minds! How 
jealous are they of every thing that would wound and injure it? How ſtrong 
the Dread of Shame, of deſerving the Reproaches of Friends, of diſappointing 
their juſt Expectations from them, and the Confidence they place in them, and 
doing any thing injurious to their Characters, and that may prevent their good 
Influence and Uſefulneſs in the World! And how delicately doth the Apoſtle touch 
and warm this tender Paſſion in thoſe few Words? I know the Forwardneſs of 
your Minds, for which I boaſt of you. —— Yet have I ſent the Brethren, leſt our 
boaſting of you ſhould be in vain in this Behalf, that ye may be ready; leſs poſ- 
fibly, if they of Macedonia, come with me and find you unprepared, we, NOT TO 
SAY YOU, ſhould be aſhamed in this confident Boaſting . What an admirable art- 
ful Mixture is here of Commendation, Care that it might appear to be well de- 
ſerved, Concern for his own Honour, friendly Jealouſy tor theirs, Confidence that 
he ſhould not be diſappointed in his Expectations, and prudent Precaution to 
_ it! And how polite, how ſoft, how forcible the Inſinuation of thoſe 
ords: Leſt poſſibly we, not to ſay you, ſhould be aſbamed in this our confident 
Boaſting : Eſpecially as he had put them in mind, that their Zeal, . their forward 
Profeſſions of what they would do, and of their great Readineſs to contribute on 
this Occaſion, a Year ago, had provoked many. To be found themſelves at laſt 
deficient and unprepared, after ſuch Aſſurances, and the Encouragement they 
had given to others, as he declares it /carce poſſible, would be ſo highly diſhonour- 
able, as that it was enough for him barely to mention it. hat? xa 
How powerful a Spring of Action is Gratitude! eſpecially of Gratitude to God 
for ſignal Favours, and which ariſes in the Minds of fincere. Chriſtians for the 
Love of Chriſt in all the invaluable Fruits of it! It was impoſſible our A 
could forget to touch this delightful String, amidſt the pleaſing Harmony of the 
Paſſions he was endeavouring to raiſe on this Occaſion: Ye know the Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet for your Sakes be became poor, 
that ye through his Poverty might be richh. So much beholden to Chriſt them- 
ſelves, thus enriched by his voluntary Abaſement and Poverty, could they be 
deſtitute of Gratitude to ſuch a Benefactor ? Would not that Gratitude ſtrongly 
-plead for the Saints of God in Poverty, and awaken every tender Sentiment in 
their Breaſts, ſtir up the Relentings and Soundings of their Bewels in Behalf of bis 
afflicted Diſciples, by whom themſelves had been reſcued; from more important 
Wants, and enriched with heavenly and incorruptible Bleſſings? aj 
The Dictates of Equity are the Dictates of Reaſon and Nature, and there is an 
habitual Propenſity in uncorrupted Minds to obey the Guidance of it. Nor did 
this eſcape our Apoſtle's Notice. I mean — that there ſhould be an Equality \ ; an 
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Equality, not as to Poſſeſſion, by their diſtributing all they had to the Poor, 
for that would deſtroy the Power of doing good for the future; but an Equality 
as to Neceſſaries, ariſing from the Gift of what the Rich could ſpare, to ſupply 
what the Poor and Indigent wanted ; as it was formerly in the Caſe of the 
Manna, when he who gathered more than he could diſpenſe with, gave what 
was ſuperfluous to him who gathered leſs ; ſo that he who had little bad no lack, 
There is a Regard in all wife Men to Decency, to maintain an uniform, ſelf- 
conſiſtent Character, to make their Actions correſpond to their Profeſſions, and 
to maintain, as much as can be, an Evenneſs, Regularity and Harmony of Beha- 
viour. St. Paul hath not paſſed over this. You were willing, ſays he, an Year 
ago ; now therefore perform the doing it; that as there was a Readineſs to Will, 
ſo there may be a Performance alſo ; intimating that the Diſpoſition and Effects 
ol it ſhould be anſwerable, and that willing and doing, where there is the Ability, 
ſhould in Decency and Honour be inſeparable from each other. 
He knew that many of the Corinthians had an high Veneration and ſincere Af- 
fection for himſelf and would be extremely cautious of every thing that might 
affect his Character, Credit, and Succeſs. Nor doth he fail to preſs this perſo- 
nal Attachment to himſelf into the Aid of Charity. As ye abound in your Love to 
xs, ſte that ye abound in this Grace alſo. I ſpeak to prove the Sincerity of your 
Loves. Give me this Demonſtration of it. Relieve the Saints of God, and it 
ſhall be to me the ſureſt Pledge of your Affection and Friendſhip for me. 
Shew the Proof of our boaſting on your Behalf |. Give not the Churches reaſon to 
ſay, my Commendations of you were groundleſs and ill deſerved, and to ſuſpect 
my Veracity and Care in the Characters I give ; leſt you prevent my good In- 
fluence over them, and obſtruct the Succeſs of my Miniſtry amongſt them. 
And beſides all theſe forementioned Diſpoſitions, there is in Minds tinctured 
| " with Piety, and impreſſed with a Senſe of Religion, a ſtrong Inclination to 
mote the Honour, and lend their beſt Aſſiſtance to ſpread the Knowledge and In- 
fluence of it. The Apoſtle was far from being ignorant of the Force of ſuch 
a Motive with Perſons newly converted to Chriſtianity, and joyful in the happy 
Change made in their Circumſtances by the exceeding Grace of God in Chriſt; 
when he tells the Corinthians, that through the Experience of this Miniſtration to 
' the Saints, they would glorify God for their profeſſed Subjeftion to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt 4, upon Account of their liberal Communication t them and all Men; g- 
Id 


nifying to them, that this would appear one of the nobleſt Evidences of / 

Power of the Goſpel over them, and intire Submiſſion to the Deſign of it; 

| promote the Spirit of Devotion and Piety, and be the Means of eſtabMhi 

| others in the Doctrine and Faith of Chriſt. EN . 
| And fmally, as Chriſtianity 8 the Prayers of ſincere Chriſtians to be 


bighly efficacious, and obliges Men to pray for their Benefactors and Friends ; 
| ® Exod, xvi. 3 + 2 Cor, vii. 10, 11. J — 7. 8. 1— 24. 
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fach who do not live without Prayer themſelves, eſteem a Share in the Prayers 
of others as a vey valuable Advantage, and are pleaſed and thankful to be re- 
0 


membred in the ſolemn Seaſons of Devotion, when the true Worſhi of God 
approach the Throne of Grace, and offer up the Incenſe of their Supplications be- 
fore his Altar by the one great Mediator. This alſo St. Paul's Piety ſuggeſts to 
theſe Corinthians, telling them, thoſe whom they relieved would expreſs their 
great Aﬀection towards them for that wonderful Favour of God they ſhould re- 
ceive from them, by their Prayers for them *, and uſe all their Intereſt to draw 
down, as the Reward of their Benevolence, every ſubſtantial Bleſſing on them, 
from the Father of Mercies, and the Giver of every good and perfect Gift. | 
And on the whole, how well did this great Apoſtle underſtand the Frame of 
human Nature! how thoroughly acquainted was he with all the various Springs 
and Movements of the Soul of Man! How ſure was his Entrance into the Heat, 
that could thus collect all the various Paſſions of it, and unite them in the In- 
tereſt he interceeded for! Who that heard him could reſiſt his Perſuaſions to Cha- 
rity, when he found every Affection in his Breaſt pleading the ſame Cauſe and 
powerfully moved by his ſacred Eloquence to ſtrengthen every Motive, by 
which he endeavoured to influence and charm them. Could I thus gain the 
Poſſeſſion of your Hearts this Day, I ſhould make the generous Mind more a- 
bundantly liberal, and even Avarice itſelf, if in any one it hath an Harbour here, 
for once forget its Nature, and become bountiful and kind. wr | 
5. He enforces farther this Exhortation to Charity, by putting them in mind of 
the numerous good Effects that would be produced by it, and the happy Con- 
ſequences that would attend it. It would ſupply the Wants of the Saints, + by 
miniſtring Bread for their Food; and they would have the Honour of becom- 
ing the Almoners of God's Bounty, and diſtributing rm evaoy:zy, fo he calls their 
Charity, his Bleſſing F to his Poor. It would warm the Zeal of others; and en- 
courage many to a like Liberality. It would have a Tendency to promote their 
own Welfare, as it would intitle them to the Relief of others, if ever God ſhould 
permit them to fall into the ſame Circumſtances of Perſecution and Diſtreſs: | It 
would occaſion many alſo to make their grateful Acknowledgments to God, for the 
Compaſſion they ſhewed, and the Good they did by it: By this Miniſtration 
they glorify God; | and at the ſame time would tend to the Redeemer's Honour, 
and the procuring in the Minds of Men an high Eſteem for his Character and Re- 
ligion. This Gift is adminiſtred to the Glory of the ſame Lord, and the Declaration 
of your ready Mind; their willing Diſpoſition to Acts of Goodneſs and Libera- 
lity being one of the moſt ſubſtantial Proofs of the Excellency of their Chriſtian 
Principles, and of the higheſt Commendations they could beſtow on the great 
Author and Finiſher of their Faith and Hope. - 
But what I would particularly remark is, the happy Tendency it would 
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have to . and fix a Spirit of Harmony, Love and Friendſhip, amongſt 
Chriſtians of different Denominations, of different A er og in lefſer Things, 
and different Forms and Rites of Worſhip ; a Circumſtance this great Apoſtle; 
this good Man, and generous Chriſtian, had at Heart, and laboured to accom- 
pliſh in the whole of his Miniſtration, and in all the Epiſtles he wrote to the 
Churches, and by this very Collection he, by ſo rich a Variety of Arguments, 
571 in behalf of. For he ſolicits the Gentile. Converts at Corinth to ſupply the 
WMants of the Jewiſß Converts in Feruſalem and Fudea, and tells the Corinthians 
that their Brethren in Judea would by this Miniſtration glorify God for the Corin- 
thians profeſſed Subjeftion to the Goſpel of Chrift, and by their Prayers for them 
demonſtrate bow earneſtly they longed after them *, how cloſely they were united in 
Affection to them, and how tenderly they wiſhed their Intereſt and Salvation. 
The eu Converts had their Prejudices againſt thoſe of the Gentiles, for want 
of Circumciſion, and their Compliance with the Ceremonial of the Jewiſh Law, 
and could ſcarce perſuade themſelves to acknowledge and receive them as their 
Brethren in Chriſt, and were eager and zealous in preſſing on all of them an 
- ablolate Conformity to it. But St. Paul intimates to the Corinthians, that the 
Aſſiſtance of their Bounty, for which he became an Interceſſor, would be fo . 
ffrong a Proof of the Reality of their Converſion, and the Power of their 
Chriſtian Principles over their Temper and Conduct, as that the Brethren of 
Judea could never reſiſt the Force of it, as would cauſe them to acknowledge to 
the Glory of God, their being the genuine Subjects of his Kingdom, and their 
Right to an equal Participation of the Privileges of his Goſpel; and thus excite in 
them that tender Regard and Love towards them as Brethren, as would manifeſt 
ſelf by the warmeſt Supplications to God for all needful Bleſſings to be beſtowed 
upon them. | 
—434 on the other hand, the Gertiles held the Jewiſp Converts in Contempt, 
looked on them as weak, and as Perſons of ſcrupulous Conſciences. For what * 
Not for that, on account of which we are often repreſented under this Cha- 
racter, but quite the reverſe; not for the Non-Ob/ervance of Days, and 
Kites, and the like Things, but for ob/erving them, and placing any kind 
of Sanctity and Religion in them. The ſtrong Chriſtian was he that paid no Re- 
gard to them, and the weak and ſcrupulous one he who imagined they were 
neceſſary and obligatory. And had the Corinthians wanted to be excuſed 
from this Contribution, they might have pleaded their own Strength, and the 
Weakneſs and Superſtition of the Ferwiſh Chriſtians. But the Apoſtle wat for 
waving all theſe Differences, bids each keep their own Sentiments and Practices, 
and pleads for the Proof of Love in the Corinthian Chriſtians to the Zewiſh, that 
there might be a ſuitable Return from the Fewiſh to the Corinthian, that by mu- 
tual Affection their Hearts might. be united; without preſſing a Conformity of 
one to the other on either Side. 12 
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Agreement in Opinions of leſſer Conſequence, and Conformity in the external Ritex 

of Chriſtian Worſhip, is ſcarce poſſible, and therefore ſcarce neceſſary, in Chriſtianity. 
It hath been often attempted by all Parties in their turn, and found impracticable by 
all, unleſs where al} the Liberties of Mankind have been ſacrificed as an whole burnt 
Offering to this Idol. The Deſign is in its Nature ridiculous, and inconſiſtent with the 
Frame and Make of human Nature. It was not that Unity which the Primitive 
Chriſtians gloried in, as prevailing amongſt all the Churches of Chriſt throughout 
the World. The Few! and Gentile Converts greatly differed in Sentiment and 
Ritual, and the Gentile Chriſtians differed from each other, in ſome Exphications 
of Doctrine, and Circumſtantials of their Worſhip 3 and we find a Variety of Sen- 
timents held and allowed by the beſt and moſt learned of the ancient Chriſtian 
Writers, who nevertheleſs ju/tly gloried in having one Faith; the Unity of the 
Churches conſiſting in their Days, in their unanimouſly receiving the ſame plane 
capital unconteſted Articles of the Chriſtian Doctrine, comprehended in what is called 
the Apoſtle*'s Creed, and other ſhort Formularies of the fame Nature; and in their 
mutual Love to, receiving and bearing with each other, notwithſtanding all theſe 
lefler Differences that ſubſiſted between them. | + 

And if the different Denominations of Chriſtians, who hold the ſame Rule of 
Faith, the ſame common Principles, and profeſs Subjection to the ſame Head and 
Lord, would, notwithſtanding all their leſſer Differences as to Opinions and 
Modes of Worſhip, ſtrive to engage each other's Affection by mutual Intercourſes 
of Kindneſs, and be perſuaded to pray with and for each other, to rejoice in the 
Grace of God ſeverally beſtowed on them, and unite in their Thankſgivings on 
theſe Accounts to the God of Grace, and the Father of Mercies; you will forgive 
me if I declare my Sentiments, that theſe Differences would be ſo far from any 
Diſbonour to the Chriſtian Church, that, as the different Colours and Shades of 
Painting, all contribute to tbe Elegance and Beauty, and even conſtitute the very 
Unity of a finiſhed Picture, they would in reality encreaſe the Glory, and argue 
the Perfection of it; as they would evidently ſhew, that the ſame Spirit of e/- 
ſential Faith, Hope and Charity, animated all the ſeveral Members of it, at the 
ſame time that it left them to thoſe leſs important Differences as Men, that 
neceſſarily ariſe out of their different Capacities, Apprehenſions, and Con- 
victions of the Truth and Expediency of Things. But | : 

6. Laſtly, the Apoſtle uſes a variety of Arguments, drawn from the Princi- 
ples of Religion, the more effectually to perſuade them to this good Work of 
relieving their diſtreſſed Brethren in Judea. As particularly, that it was the 
Will of Ged *; to do good, and to communicate being an eſſential Part of Duty 
commanded by him; and a becoming Proof of their Gratitude to him, for the ex- 
traordinary Favours they had received by the Goſpel Grace. He urges it by the 
Conſideration and Conſtraints of the Love of Chriſt to them, and of the Sincerity of 
their Love to him; as hath been already taken notice of under a foregoing Head; 
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and by its being a neceſſary Proof of their Subjefion to the Goſpel of Chrift, one 
great Deſign of the Revelation of it being to inſpire us with that heavenly Wiſ- 
dom which is full of Mercy, and to cauſe us to abound in thoſe Fruits of the Spi- 


run, which are Love, Joy, and Goodneſs ; by the Expediency of acting ſuitable to 


their good Diſpoſitions, and putting their beſt Purpoſes and Reſolutions in 
Practice ; and becauſe one great End of the Plenty and Abundance which 
God beſtows, is to render Men proportionably liberal. Having All-Sufficiency in 
all things, abound to every good Work, being enriched by him with every thing to 


- all Liberality *; on purpoſe to render you generous and communicative; like 
God, whoſe infinite Fulneſs is the inexhauſtible Store, from whence his Creatures 


derive all their Supplies, and who gives them liberally,” without begrudging, and 
wpbraiding them with his Favours. And as he who poſſeſſes an Abundance, 
may on this Account be ſaid, in ſome Meaſure, to bear a Reſemblance to God; 
yet he is poſſeſſed of a fairer, nobler Part of his Image, who makes the Exam- 

le of this all-perfect and bleſſed Being the Rule of his own Conduct, and learns 
Fram him that the true Uſe of Riche: is, to employ them in more abundant 


and unwearied Acts of Compaſſion and Goodneſs. But herein I well know, I 


need not be your Inſtructor. 


But to this Improvement of their Plenty the Apoſtle farther encourages them, 


by letting them know, that it was a Service highly pleaſing to God, and that 
would not fail of his Acceptance. F there be firſt a willing Mind it is accepted 
according to that a Man hath, and the Proof of this Acceptance ſhall be a 
ſuitable Reward from his Bounty, in proportion to every one's Uſefulneſs and 
Service. This I ſay, he which ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo ſparingly, and 


de which: ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap alſo bountifully l. As in natural things, if 
the Huſbandman ſcatters his Seed with a niggard ſparing Hand, he will ſtarve 
his Crop, but may expect a plentiful Harveſt if he throws in a due Propor- 


tion of Seed, it is ſo alſo in moral and ſpiritual things. Here we ſhall reap ac- 


* cording to the Nature of the Seed, and in proportion to it. The illiberal Perſon, 
who can part with little from his Heap, his Stocks, his Pleaſures or Convenien- 


cies of Life, for public Services, and the Benefit of others, hath but little to 

from the Bounty of God; whilſt he who generouſly diſperſes abroad, and 

gives to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs endureth for ever ,; the Effects of it to him- 
ſelf ſhall ever laſt, and ſecure him a bountiful and eternal Reward from God. 

Not that this Reward to generous Minds is confined to a future World only 


for the Apoſtle excites them by putting them in mind, that they might en- 


courage themſelves to hope, that God would proſper them even in the priſent 
State, continue their Ability to do Good, and render it more abundant. God, 


ſays he, #5 able to make all Grace abound towards you || ||, i. e. to ſupply you with 


every good Gift, and Inſtance of Favour, bat ye always having All-ſufficiency 
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in all things, may abound to every good Work; where God's being able includes. 
his Diſpoſition and Readineſs to do it. And therefore he prays for them, in a 
ſhort but admirable and moſt affectionate Petition: May he who miniſters Seed to 
the Sower, miniſter alſo Bread for Food“, i. e. give you all the neceſſary and com- 
fortable Proviſions of Life, and multiply your Seed ſown, 1. e. give you a greater 
Abundance of thoſe very Bleſſings you ſo liberally beſtow on others, and encreaſe 
the Fruits of your Righteouſneſs, i. e. thus enable you to be more and more frui 
in all good Works, being inriched with every thing to all Liberality +, or that you 
may be enabled to gratify the moſt generous and liberal Diſpoſitions of your own 
Hearts; a Wiſh, which as it was dictated by the Benevolence of the A 5 
warm and affectionate Breaſt, was offering to the Corinthians one of no- 
bleſt Encouragements, as it was raiſing their Hope, and ſtrengthening their 
Faith and Truſt in God, that he would abundantly ſupply all their Need, ac- 
cording to the Riches of his Glory by Chriſt Jeſus, and thus put it into their Power 
alſo, by the Encreaſe of the Fruits of their Righteouſneſs, to ſecure to themſelves 
an higher Recompence in a better World, from his own immutable and eter- 
nal Goodneſs. | F 

I cannot help adding, what this Apoſtle never omits to take notice of, that 
as every good Git and every perfect Gift comes from God, ſo he ſpeaks of this ve 
benevolent and kind Diſpoſition, that he was endeavouring to excite, as the Ef- 
fect of God's Grace and Favour, or as @ Gift beſtowed on them by God. I certi- 
fy you Brethren of the Grace of God beſtowed on the Churches of Macedonia, i. e. 
the Gift of divine Grace and Favour; and he calls this Collection to which he 
preſſed the Corinthians, the Grace, the free Gift beſtowed by them, and to which 
they were excited by the Grace and Favour of God. And I mention this, be- 
cauſe it contains a very affecting Argument to excite them to the Duty he was 
enforcing on them; vi. that the liberal Diſpoſition was itſelf one of the moſt 
excellent Gifts of the divine Favour ; and that complying with the Dictates of 
it was yielding to thoſe kind 1 which God himſelf had made by his 
Grace on their own Minds. I am ſure I- ſhall not be thought to derogate 
from the Excellency and Merit of any one of the many worthy and generous 
Perſons, that are met here upon this Occaſion, when I tell them, that their ve 
largeſt Diſpoſition and Ability to do Good is the Gift of God; but ſuch a Gif 
as is their Honour, and a Favour by which God hath diſtinguiſhed them from 
many others; a double Favour from the Grace of God, as it prompts and 
enables them to become Bleſſings to others, and ſecures them an | abundant 
Bleſſing from God. Nor will you think it a Motive of an inferior ſecondary 
kind to this or any other Charity, to which you may be exhorted, to be put 
in mind, that whenever you are obeying the Dictates of a good and honeſt. Heart, 
or gratifying the Pleadings of a compaſſionate and generous one, you are 
doing what the God of Nature by Inclination ſolicits you to do, and the God of 
Grace by Principles and kind Impreſſions excites and encourages you to do. 
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1 ſhall only ſay farther, and indeed I know not how it is well poſſible to ſay 
more, that the Apoſtle mentions it as an additional Motive to this good Work, 
that it gave him the higheſt Satisfaction to be thus made Witneſs to this Sin- 
- cerity of their Love; and ſet him upon praiſing and bleſſing God for this 
Grace beſtowed on them, and by them upon many others. I cauſeth by us 
Thankſsiving to God *; and accordingly he concludes the whole Exhortation : 
Thanks be unto God for bis unſpeakable Gift ; ſpeaking as in the Name of thoſe 
for whom the Collection was made, and joying with them as united by the 
ſame" Spirit of Gratitude. * Thanks he to God for this Gift, the Bounty and Sea- 
ſonableneſs of which can never be enough admired, nor ſufficiently acknow- 
 Jedged. And if it wilt be any Satisfaction to you, I can with the utmoſt Aſ- 
ſurance tell you; that your Miniſters, whom you employ on theſe Occaſions, 
with the moſt thankful Hearts, acknowledge your unwearied Bounty and Good- 
neſs in this and other Inſtances, and render their ſincereſt Praiſes unto God, that 
gives you both the Inclination and Ability thus to. do Good, and makes you 
| ftedfaſt and immoveable, and always abounding in the Work of the Lord, And this 
naturally leads me | e 
| III. To the third and laſt general, which is to ſhew you what Reaſons for 
. Thankfulneſs to God, the preſent Occaſion, or this particular Charity, ſuggeſts 
to our Minds. And I ſhall only mention ſuch as appear peculiar and diftin- 
guiſhing. As . | 
1. The Objects to whoſe Relief this Contribution is appropriated : Indigent 
Widows, and helpleſs Orphans, who are God's peculiar Wards, and whom he 
takes under his ſpecial Care and Protection. Such was the Benevolence and 
Equity of the Old Law, that God forbids all kind of Injuries to be offered to 
ſuch Perſons under the ſevereſt Penalties. Ie ſhall not affiift any Widow, or fa- 
therleſs Child. If thou affli them in any wiſe, and they cry at all unio me, I will 
Jurely bear their Cry; and my Wrath ſhall wax hot, and I will kill you with the 
Sword, and your Wives ſhall be Widows, and your Children fatherleſs d. This is 
one of his Characters: A Father of the Fatherleſs, and a Judge of the Widows. 
The Lord preſerveth the Strangers. He relieves the Fatherleſs and Widow ||. And 
therefore it is no wonder that an inſpired Apoſtle ſhould declare, bat pure Reli- 
gion and undefiled before God and the Father is this J: To viſit, i. e. to comfort and 
relieve the Fatberleſs and Widows in their Aflictions; as this is an Imitation of God, 
and ſhewing mercy to thoſe, of whom God declares himſelf the Patron and Sup- 
port. And it is a Circumſtance that eſpecially recommends them to your Re- 
gard, that they are the Widows and Orphans of Men, who have not reduced them 
to Want and Miſery by their own Extravagancies, or who were capable of making 
any comfortable Proviſion for them, had they been careful -and diligent in their 
Stations; but of Men who, by the Nature of their Office and Employment in Life, 
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have neither had the Capacity nor Opportunity of bettering their on Circum- 


ſtances, or laying up any thing in ſtore for their Families after them; whoſe 
Duty hath confined them to Thoughts and Studies of another kind; who have 
choſen to recommend the Love of God and the Grace of Chriſt to others, and 
ſpend their Time and Labours for their Salvation, and to approve themſelves as the 
Miniſters of Chrift in much Patience, in Afliftions, in Neceſſities and Diſftreſſes, by Pure- 
neſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſufferings, by the Word of Truth, by the Armour of 
Righteouſneſs, by evil Report and good Report, as forrowful yet always rejoicing,” as 
Poor themſelves yet making many rich, as baving nothing and yet poſſeſſing all things: 
O my Brethren, our Mouth is open unto you, our Heart is enlarged. Te are not 
ftraitned in us. You have no narrow and ſcanty Share in our Affections. Are 6 
ſtraitned in your own Bowels ? Now for a Recompence for the ſame be ye alſo enlarged. 
I ſpeak as unto generous Minds, who have theſe Bowels of Compaſſion, who know 
what tender Sentiments dictate, and who will not forget to be kind to this Part 
of God's Family, his Fatherleſs and his Widows, And what Thanks are due to 
God, who hath diſpoſed and enabled you thus to become their Guardians under 
him, and chearfully to contribute, not only to their Fathers and Huſbands Sup- 
port whilſt living, but to their needy deſtitute Families, after they are dead! 
2. The Increaſe of this Charity from ſmall Beginnings is another great Reaſon 
for Thankſgivings and Praiſes unto God. Though its Parents were really Be- 
nevolence and Faith, yet in its Infancy it was but of a weakly Conſtitution, and 
for a Seaſon did not ſeem to promiſe a very vigorous and. thriving State, and 
muſt have periſhed in its Birth, had not God raiſed it up ſome very kind and ge- 
nerous Friends. What through ſome miſtaken Apprehenſions of the Legitimacy 
of its Birth, or wrong Suſpicions of the Views and Diſpoſitions of its firſt Nurſes and 
Guardians, it met with ſome early Diſcouragements, that for a while ſomewhat 
checked its Growth, and prevented its Increaſe. But (till it thrived, and as it 
thrived appeared a goodly Child, and encreaſed in Favour with God and Man; and 
now that it is arrived to ſomewhat of Maturity, and appears healthy and flouriſh- 
ing, it begs leave by me gratefully to ſalute you all, as under God, its faithful 
Guardians, and kind Protectors; and humbly and chearfully hopes for your 
continued Countenance and Favour. And this vis >, 
3. Is a farther Circumſtance, ' that demands our Thankfulneſs to God, the 
ood Ground we have to promiſe ourſelves the Pleaſure and Benefit of its long 
ontinuance. The providential Support of it thus far, and the Supplies that 
have been added to it by theſe annual Collections, and other ways, are juſt Rea- 
ſons to encourage ourſelves in the Expectation, that the fame Divine Goodneſs 
that protected it in its Infancy, and more helpleſs State, will manifeſt the ſame 
Protection and Favour for its further Proſperity and Perfection, and that it ſhall 
live and grow, ſo as that there ſhall be no End of this Miniſtration to the Glory 
of the Lord, and the abundant Supply of his diſtreſſed Poor. And as it is mare 
bleſſed to give than to receive, as you are amongſt theſe more bleſſed Perſons who 
have no need to receive, but are able to give, and have had the frequent Pleafure 


of giving, and ever ſhewn a Readineſs to do it, upon every Occaſion of real Ne- 
| ceſſity, 
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ceſſity, with liberal Hearts and open Hands; as your Principles as Chriſtians in- 
ſpire the moſt compaſſionate Sentiments, and call forth into Exerciſe, and 
ſtrengthen all the kind, the benevolent and ſocial Affections; we know, whilſt 
you continue your ſelves, ſubmit to the Influence of the friendly Doctrines you be- 
ieve, and keep: yourſelves in the Love of God, that to do Good and communicate you 
will never forget, but perſevere in this delightful Service to the End; and that as 
to your Children and Houſehold after you, you will command them to keep this way 
of the Lord, that their Proſperity, like yours, may be eſtabliſhed, and that you 

may rejoice in and with them in the Day of Chriſt. _ | 
The unqueſtionable Integrity, the great Prudence, the friendly Care, and 
perfect Harmony of the Diſtribution, is another very pleaſing Circumſtance, and 
demands our grateſul Acknowledgments to God. The Perſons yearly choſen to 
ſettle the Objects, and proportion the Meaſure of the Gift, and tranſact the 
whole Affair of this Charity, are of thoſe Circumſtances and Characters in Life, as 
to be above all Suſpicion, either for a partial or ſelfiſh Conduct. Malice itſelf 
can fix no Reproach on your paſt Managers, who have given their Time and 
employed their Concern, for no other End but the right Application of your 
Bounty. And as the particular Objects they chuſe, or retuſe, muſt in the Nature 
of the Thing depend on the Appearance of their Circumſtances to them, at the 
Seaſons of Diſtribution; they would be unfaithful to their Truſt, did they not act 
according to ſuch Ap ce, without any Favour or Affection whatſoever. 
Information of Caſes they are always ready to receive, and I think I may ſafely 
venture my own. Character upon theirs, was it much better than it is, that they 


never will refuſe a ſingle Object that they think worthy of Relief, nor admit one 


knowingly that is not. Their Integrity will preſerve them, their Compaſſion 
ſurely direct them, their Numbers 5 — them, from all conſiderable Miſtakes; 
the Unanimity they have acted with is a ſtrong Preſumption they have acted right, 
as they are annually choſen from the three Denominations, they well deſerve 
the Thanks of each; and neither the Paſt nor the Preſent will be diſpleaſed with 
me when I ſay: 77 have done all Things well. The Lord recompenſe your Work, 
and a full Reward be given to you of the Lord God of Iſrael. Farther | | 
8. The Nature and Conſtitution of the Society itſelf is another Motive to the 
ailing and bleſſing God. It is not formed upon a narrow dividing Plan, not 
Er the Benefit of a particular Denomination or Party; but for an extenſive and 
more general Good. Could all Diſtinctions of Party be intirely removed, and all 
that fear God and love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt i» Sincerity, be united by one Spirit 
_ of brotherly. Love, and mutually admitted, as Occaſions offered, to the Commu- 
nion of Saints, throughout all the ſeveral Congregations of Chriſtians, that con- 
ſtitute be Catholic Church; oh how deſirable would this be, and how highly 
contribute to make the Religion of Chriſt honourable and glorious throughout 
the whole Earth! Every Tendency to ſuch an Union, to ſuch a Coalition of 
Parties, I rejoice, and will rejoice in, think it worthy to be cultivated, and made 
the Matter of our Thankſgivings to God. Bleſſed be his Name, that there is 


* 
| 
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ſuch a Beginning amongſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters. It is your Honour, It will 
be your Strength, as it prevails more and more. Nothing can hurt us, but mu- 
tual Diſtance and Diſtruſt. A Regard to the uncorrupted Doctrine of Chriſt, . 
as delivered in the Scripture, to maintain the Purity of his Worſhip in oppo- 
ſition to all human Innovations, to keep up the Spirit of ſerious Piety and Godli- 
neſs, and to preſerve inviolate thoſe Liberties of Conſcience, wherewith Chrift 
hath made us free; this is, I ſpeak it without the leaft Intention to reflect on 
others, the avowed common Foundation on which all our Churches are builr, and 
| ſhould be the common Tye of Affection and Union amongſt us, and all that have 
indeed the Intereſt of real Chriſtianity at heart. The God of Love and Peace 
roſper every Diſpoſition and Attempt for ſuch an Union. Thoſe of the Efta- 
| Nen, itſelf, whom we honour and love as Brethren, would behold it in us 
with Wonder; and as ſoon as we will give them leave to ſay : See bow theſt 
Diſſenters love one another, they would immediately ſay : Surely the Lord is 
amongſt them, but we knew it not. From the hearty Union of this Society 
may we not hope, that God is preparing us for a farther and more intire one; 
and that as we no x find, that all our Denominations can agree in one common 
Charity, for the Relief of the Widows and Children of their ſeveral deceaſed 
Miniſters, without regard to any other Conſideration but their Wants, we ſhall 
all learn to be kindly affectioned to their living ones, to receive one another, even 
thoſe that we may mutually look on as weak in the Faith, not to doubtful Diſpu- 
tations, but with brotherly Love in Honour to prefer one another, to ſuffer the Peace 
of God to rule in our Hearts to the which we are called, and to maintain the 
Unity of the Spirit in this pleaſing, this ſacred Bond of Peace; remembring this 
eternal fundamental Truth: The Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, but | 
Righteouſneſs and Peare and Foy in the holy Ghoſt; and that le who in theſe Things 
ſerveth Chriſt is acceptable to God and approved of Men. I ſhall only add 
6. In the laſt Place, that the good Effects y produced by the Union of 
this 1 and the mutual Friendſhip, Eſteem and Confidence it hath occaſioned 
amongſt the Managers and other Members of it, is thankfully to be acknow- 
to the Goodneſs of God, and the Praiſe of his Grace and Favour towards 
us. I ſcarce know, to what particular Foible of human Nature to aſcribe it, that 
even good Men of different Denominations, are apt to entertain the molt un- 
Friendly Suſpicions of each other, merely becauſe of the different Denominations 
they belong to, and are ſometimes almoſt afraid to converſe together, through an 
Apprehenſion of ſome bad Dęſgn upon one another, and ſtealing away their re- 
ſpective Principles; imagining themſelves in a kind of Danger, | whillt in the 
wget TIF *. thoſe ages own tncloſsre. This ors 7 wire of pow 
. 0 better, not right] 2 l e ſacrec 4 
Chriſtian Integrity, and from ſome Want "t t Wan of Affection, that Oben 
neſs and Largeneſs of Heart, that the Goſpel Benevolence inſpires. Good Men, 
throughout every Pary amongſt us, were they well acquainted with one another, 
would ſoon perceive that mutual candid Diſpoſition, that fair and equitable Temper, 
that Regard to Honour, Truth and 29 that Love to Religion, and 3 | 
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fire to promote the Intereſt of it, ariſing from, and inſpired by, their common 

Principles of Faith, as would render them quite eaſy in their different Specu- 

lations and Modes of Worſhip, and cauſe them in theſe things to forbear one 

another, and leave every one thus far to be fully perſuaded in his own Mind. 

The keen Edge of Jealouſy would be ſoon taken of, the diſtorted Eye of Suſpi- 

cion {et ſtrait, the Heart eaſed of every ungenerous Fear, and all Conſiderations 

| of Piety, Prudence, and Intereſt unite their Forces to ſoften Men down into mu- 

| tual Love, and ſtrongly cement a perpetual Affection and Friendſhip between 

| - them. This you have experienced the Truth of, by whoſe Hand the Grace of 

| | God, beftowed by our Churches on theſe Occaſions, hath been adminiftred. 

„ And indeed how can it well be otherwiſe? Can Perſons who contribute to the 

ſame good Work help eſteeming one another for the reſpective Share they have 

in it ? Can a Scheme of Love be regularly carried vn, under the Dictate of any 

other Affection but that to which the Scheme itſelf owes it riſe? Can you be 

| Witneſſes to the Integrity and Tenderneſs of each other's Behaviour, without a 

| | mutually encreaſing Eſteem and Affection? Or can each Denomination chear- 

fully contribute to the Wants of the Widows and Orphans of the deceaſed 

Miniſters of thoſe of the other, without every one's being pleaſed in the general 

| Diſpoſition to do good, without bleſſing God that thus opens your own and others 

| Hearts, and rejoicing in the Experiment of this Miniſtration, for your common 

| profeſſed Subjeftion to the Goſpel of Chriſt ? No. I am ſure, that Communion in 

| friendly Acts will —_— beget Communion of friendly Hearts too, and that 

| they who love to do together, will ſoon learn to love one another for the 

6... Good they do. And when you add all theſe Conſiderations, that are peculiar 

| to the preſent Charity, to thoſe general ones with which the Apoſtle enforced 

| his Exhortation to the Corinthians, to Liberality to the diſtreſſed Chriſtians of 

'2 Fudea, they will ariſe to ſuch a Sum of Motives, as that I am well aſſured you 

neither will, nor can refiſt them. And for all your numerous paſt Benefactions, of 

one kind and another, may you ever feel, whilſt you live, thoſe ſecret Joys, 

thoſe unmixed Satisfactions, that can flow only from true Piety and « 

Benevolence; and in your laſt Moments may the Hopes of Religion eaſe your 

Pains, the Comforts of God delight your Souls, and the unclouded Proſpect of 
ineſs, with that innumerable Company of Worthies, who have lived and died 

in the Exerciſe of Faith, Hope and Charity, from the ſame eternal Source of Good, 

diſſipate the Gloom, and ſcatter Light and Pleaſure throughout the Path of 

Death. And may your Diſpoſitions and Ability to do good deſcend, not on) un- 

diminiſhed, but encreaſed, to your Houſes and Families after you; that in you 

and yours it may be clearly ſeen : The Generation of the Upright ball be bleſſed. 

Wealth and Riches ſhall be in his Houſe, and his Horn ſhall be exalted with Honour, 
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BRETHREN, 


E cannot forbear to acquaint you with that extraordinary Inſtance 
of the * Grace and Fayour of God, that hath been vouchſafed 
in the Churches of Macedonia; in that notwithſtanding the ſevere 
Trial of Perſecution they have undergone, ſuch hath been their 


abundant - Joy for their happy Converſion. to Chriſtianity, as that even in the . 
very Depths of Poverty, they have ſhewn the nobleſt f Simplicity, and the 
: | 1 richeſt 


T Na v den. The Grace of God. This Phraſe in the New Teſtament almoſt conſtantly ſig - 
nifies, Divine Favour with its Effect, or, the Gifts of the Grace or Favour off God. In the fol- 
lowing Chapter, God is able, racas xapy tmiyioowens us vua;, to make every Grace, or free Gift of 
his Favour, to abound towards you, ver. 8. The Grace of God, therefore, given to the Macedo- 
nians, was that generous and Diſpoſition of Mind, which they had diſcovered to the Apoſtle, 
and with which God had bleſſed them upon their Converſion to Chriſtianity. And this will juſ- 
tify our ſpeaking of the inward Diſpoſitions of Piety and Virtue, under the Character of Divine 
Graces; by which is meant, Gifts of the Grace or Favour of God. Nor is this ſenſe of the word 
Yap, Grace, ſignifying a Benefit or Favour, at all peculiar to St. Paul, but in uſe amongſt the 
Writers. oPuiAoguery is @ Favour beſtowed, or which a Perſon ſtands indebted for. Iſoc. ad 
Demon. p. 8. f. Aeg, „ Kune; pros 86 ces praplano oper T1 xap. O Mercury, befftozu on me this Fa- 
vour, which I ſhall always remember. Lucian. Contempl. p. 491. Edit. Reitz. Taxiwwoor w=—ru va 
TW ant FEaUTYS Aut AH XAapu. Compleat the Farvour granted by yourſelf to your Son ; where the > 
Seglern xapr is the very Phraſe of the —— Phaler. Epi. 18. See alſo Epip. 19. 122, Cc. 
So Philo de Septenar, 7: 296. J. 4. Edit. . Tas e Ty Puotu; xaprri; tun ao. We 
have willingly received theſe Gifts of Nature. Many other Inſtances might eaſily be mentioned. 


+ Tor rer T1; axorures. The Riches of their Liberality. Euſtathius Comment. in Homer. Odyii. _ 
p. 1428. Edit, Rom. derives ano; EY unity, and vπ /um, quaſi ami, lus ad, - 8 
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J 28] 
richeſt Generoſity of Mind; infomuch that, I bear them witneſs to the Trutli 
of it, without any Intreaty from us, they of their own Accord diſcovered, that 
their kindand friendly Inclinations were, not only equal to their Ability, but * 
even beyond it; for with many earneſt Intreaties they beſought us, that we 
would F receive their Bounty, and admit them to a Share in the Honour of mi- 
But the proper primary Senſe. of jt is, fine plica, without pleat, or fold, from mauxw, and a pri- 
vativa, mroxa, lon. ; from whence whoxn, mhoxo;, and with the Augment an, anc, 


non plicatus, not folded. And the Latin Word, which anſwers to it, is of exactly the ſame Ori- 
ginal ; Simplex, i. e. fine plica, or without folds. And of this native Signification of ances, there 


are many remaining unqueſtionable Inſtances. - Am dicuntur, Hipp. lintea ſimplicia, explicata & 


expaſſa, quibus articuli, ubi extenduntur, obvolvendi ſunt, & contractis ac collectis opponuntur. They. 
are the Words of Foefius, in his Oeconom. i. e. plain, unfolded Linen Cloaaths, in oppoſition to ſuch as 
are rolled and folded up.  Amugai To Twua. five rau, is corpus five membra explicare, extendere, to 
#n/o/d, or ſtreteh out the Body or Limbs, in oppoſition to cure, to contract or gather them up. 
in Polluc. Hence an)Mwoes Tor xomror, aperire, explicare finum, to unfold, or open the Boſom. lian. 
V. EA. I. 13. c: 37. As among the Latin Writers, Solicitam explicuere frontemy is to make ſmooth, 
and umurintle the: forehead. Horat. Carm. I. 3. Ode 29. and N ä 2 

f — 6. his explicat orbes, 

Ingue pruinoſo coluber diſſenditur ar o. Lucan. I. 6. v. 487, 488. 


which is a Deſcription of the Serpent's uncoiling himſelf. Hence *tis transferred to other things. 
Amdorns rng TpoPns, is Simplicity of Diet, in oppoſition to rich, artificial Dainties. Diodor. Sic. I. 3. 
$.17. Arg Ne, and arcs N, is to ſpeak openty and plainly ; either in oppoſition to the avyo; 
xaxepyos, the deceitful, artful, covert, 9 ep. way of ſpeaking, Iſoc. ad Nicom. p. 43. B. & 
Paneg.p. 76. Demoſt. cant. Androt. in init. or to the Moyes | Ti9parc;, the tropical and fgura- 
tive Manner, Dion. Hal. Ars Rbet. p. 106. Hence tis transferred to the Di/poſitions of the Mind, 
and Manner of Mens Lives, to denote ſuch as are pure, ſimple, uncorrupted, free from wicked - 
nels and Fraud, when a Man 2 Idi himſelf, is open, and doth not, as it were, wreath himſelf up 
iy bis Coils. 'Callictatite: the Lacedemonian Was axaxo; x) Tw vx anc, 870 re Emnxur ud - 
Wapopuirac, Mule Hure d. à Man ' wncorrupt avith Vice, of Vanda of Mind, not yet experienced'in 
foreign Cuſtoms, but a mef fuft' Perſon. Diod. Sic. I. 13. f. 76. And of the antient Britons the 
ſame Writer tells us, that they were „dien am, fimple in their Manners, i. e. TOAU- KEY, pr@[hEVE 
ric ron roy anger g x) Tormpias, at the fartheſt Diſtance from the Subtlety and Wickedne/; of 
the preſent Gentration. The reg G rureg, therefore, of theſe Macedonians, denotes their rich, 
undiſguiſed, fmple, diſintereſted Diſpoſition to do good; or, a Conrady ure, unmixed, with- 
out any ſelhſh-View, and entirely proceeding from kind and benevolent Affections. 

Tig hun. Beyond their Power, viz. willing. Mana yap 1wws ig vip v Tower, "Tis 
Madneſs to attempt what is above our Power. Demolt. cont. Mid. p. 614. But to have a Diſpoſition: 


| _ Works above our Abilities, is virtuous and praiſe-worthy. 
+ Twxapy 


— ˙—-̃ 5 TY; arc, AibaoJar na. That we would receive- 
the Gift, and take apon us the fellowſhip of abe miniſtring to the Saints; as our Interpreters render 


d, 4 e. that we would take the Money, and diſtribute it: To make out which Senſe, they have. 


added be Supplement of the Words, Take mn . And this Beza affirms to be the proper Mean- 


ing. And tis true that the Apoſtle doth ſpeak of this Charity, as What was 70 be 2 
bimſelf, at ver. 19, 20. But then it may be obſerved, that the d, or Minifry, may be as wel 
erſtood of the Macedenians giving their Charity, as of the Apoſtle's receiving and diſtributing 


it ; and muſt be thus underſtood, c. ix. 1, Concerning the mini/iring to the Saints, i. e of What 


ſhould be miniſtred by you for their Relief, it i ſuperfluous for me to write to you; and ſo again at 
ver. 13. and the g Mννννανν will then mean, not the Apoltle's having a ſhare in the Diſtribu- 


tion that was made, but the Macedonians being admitted to give their Share to the Collection; 


which the Apoſtle ſeems: to have been unwilling of, upon account of their Affliction and Poverty. 
Thus, xomna; wn umb Nad, To do good and communicate. forget not, Heb, xiii. 16. And th. 
OG ET Slority 
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niſtring to the Neceſſities of their Fellow - ſaints and Chriſtians in Judea. And 
his they did in ſuch a manner as exceeded all our Hopes concerning them; for 
as they had firſt given themſelves intirely to the Lord, ſo, agreeable to the Will 
of God, they devoted themſelves to our Aſſiſtance, by their own Contributions 
to the utmoſt of their Power; that“ by their Example we might be the better 
.encouraged to exhort Titus, that as he had already began, ſo he would go on 
to perfect and finiſh the ſame kind and charitable Collection amongſt you. 

Since therefore you abound, by the ſpecial Favour of God, in all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, as you are brought to the Knowledge and Belief of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, as you have + the Gift of Tongues, as you have attained to a ſuperior 
Underſtanding. of the Things of God, and ſhewn a conſtant e 


2 


glorify God er; e ri T1; Rog tig avr;, for your liberal Communication to them, or for what 
you bountifully give them, 2 Cor. ix, 13. Thus, ros aNoxounur xanrma is giving to others part of 
;#he ſpoils. Herodian. I. r. c. 10. and xowune Twv ung x; SEI xa, is communicating to one an- 
other all the Varieties that earth and ſea afforded. Id. |. 1. c. 16. And this Senſe I prefer in the 
Place before us, becauſe it renders the Supplement of our Tranſlators needleſs, the Senſe being 
plain without it : They earneſtly befought us, that we would accept their Gift, and ſhare towards the 
Diftribution to ths Saints, I have been ſince confirmed in the Truth of this Obſervation, by the 
Judgment of the learned Yo/fus, in his Remarks on this Paſlage.  . W 
Eig To Te&paranou wa; Tir. We render it, In/omuch that vue defired Titus. But this doth. 
not ſeem ſo well to connect theſe Words with the immediately foregoing, nor to expreſs the true 
Senſe of them. They appear to me to explain what he ſays: And this they did, not as we hoped, 
They were liberal in a manner that — 7. all Expectation; and this proceeded from two Cauſes. 
The one, the Sincerity of their Converſion to Chriſtianity : They fr/t gave themſelves to the Lord, 
7. e. entirely devoted themſelves to the Service of Chriſt ; and the other, they gave themſelves 
entirely to the Apoſile, and particularly to ſerve him in this Affair of the Collection. This is the 
proper Meaning of the Expreſſion, qa, Twa Tm. Thus Z/chines faid to Socrates : Tung ue, 
ae ue ub £30" A Is 04 dar. I am poor, and have nothing elſe ; but I give myſelf to you. 
D. Laert. 1. 2. F. 34+ Aidorrrs 8 (0v00 TW M, g OPDa; HvTE. They delivered up not only the 
Government, but their very ſelves alſo. Iſoc. de Pace, p. 186. D. | Huzas jo; Bpaxy Jos pros o‘ 
Toy. Deliver yourſelf to me, ſuffer yourſelf to be wholly governed by me for a — of a _ 
Sophoc. Philect. v. 85, Other Inſtances may be ſeen, in Raphelius upon the Place. And the 
Reaſon why in this Afar particularly they devoted themſelves to the Service of the Apoſtle, was, 
us ro Tapaxanioas na; Tro, that we might, from their Example, ex hort Titus the better to carry 
on this good Work amongſt the Corinthians. This is the frequent Senſe of « in this Conſtrue- 
tion, to denote the Reaſon or Cauſe of any thing. «5 To awornou To gp, that be might = 
tempt the Soldiers to a Revolt. Herodian. I. 1. c. 9. Hyvpai vue; wm Tv 109 wy oppucre ia rarras, us 
To ayunGo9 wigs cagerns. I look upon you as all filled with equal Ardor, for engaging in this 
of Virtue and Homur, Xen. de Inſt. Cyr. J. 2. Pp. 84. v. 7. Edit.\Leuncl. And accordingly St. 
Paul tells us, that mw wv ra . Caro; that he gave the Exhortation, and Tiras accepted it. 
Ae. We render it, In Utterance. Probably our Franſlators meant the Gift of Tongues. 
This | think is what the Apoftle intends. The Corinthians had this Gift, "When ye come togetber 
every one * Jou hath, one a Pſalm, one à Tongue. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. He who exerciſed this „he 
deſcribes by s-AaAur yawarn ; be that ſpeaks with a Tongue ; and ſays, that be bad rather in the 
. Church ſpeak five Words, a vu woos, % as ta underſtand, and be able to explain them to others, than + 


peng Moyes w ryhwoon, ten thouſand Wards in a Tongue or Language that others did not 


the Meaning of. | | 
nan run. In 2 I have connected theſe Words with the following, mac» owed, 


Aru p64. yay, ag exp 
1. 


ve of that Obſervance, and diligent Care to ſerve the Apoſtle, by 
2 ner, 
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Before the Foundation of the Warld, and appeared 


Senſe 
them willingly and chear ully. 
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and affectionate Love to us; be as exemplary for your Liberality alſo, and 
give the proper Evidence of it on the preſent preſſing Occaſion. 


Not that I pretend to lay any Command on you, or to preſcribe to you the | 


Meaſure of your Bounty. What I aim at only is, that by propoling to your 
_ Conſideration the Zeal and Diligence of others, I may have a ſubſta 
of the + Genuineſs and Sincerity of your well-known Benevolence and Charity, 


ntial * Proof 
of which you have ſo fair and perſuaſive an Example in your Lord himſelf. For 


you well underſtand the abundant Grace and Kindneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


who, tho' he was rich in the Poſſeſſion of the Glory be bad with his Father from 
in it as the only begotten Son of 
God, full of Grace and Truth, yet emptied himſelf of this Glory, and ſubmitted 
to a Life of continued Poverty and Want; that by this voluntary Abaſement 
of himſelf he might become more effectually capable of enriching us with ſpiri- 
tual and eternal Bleſſings. | . | 

But though I lay no Injunction on you, yet I may well be allowed, as an 
Apoſtle of Chriſt, to give you my Advice. And ſurely this muſt be for 4 your 
Honour and Intereſt, now to finiſh this good Work of Mercy, who an Year 


ago not only began your Contributions, but diſcovered the greateſt Readineſs 


and Chearfulneſs in making them. Now therefore complete the Work, that 


which they manifeſted their Affection to him But it may have another Sipnification.” Plato uſes 
the Word e in oppoſition to Ha, to denote what is 2% u, and beneficial, in oppoſition to 


what is hur1ful.—Ov T1 weyirm o& avror anoudry x H g,. No great Good or Evil will 


acerue to the Commonwealth from theſe kind of ſports. De Leg. I. 7. p. 798. c. And accordingly 


dhe Words in the Place before us may ſignify, that they,abounded in every valuable and uſeful 


Gift of God. | 
Ansage. To prove, as we render it. But the Word doth not fignify here, putting the 
Sincerity of their Love to the Teſt, as tho' the Apoſtle was uncertain, or doubted of it, a Fete 
well obſerves; becauſe he aſſures them, that he knew the Forwardneſs of their Minds, c. ix. v. + 
d 


But it ſignifies, his Deſire of their giving ſuch an unqueſtionable ſubſtantial Proof of it, as ſhou 


beto their Honour and the Sati n of others. In this Senſe the Word is uſed by Djedorus Si- 


ent, J. 1. $43. Edit. Weſſeling. sc awarras Sag pexp To nv fend,‘ akin oxnow 1 Tm iE ro K 


Aajwy 9 Poparpecr oures% t TAUTY. The Egyptian Shepherds have to this day no other Dwel- 
but what is — of Hands; hereby giving the Proof that they are contented with it. | 
I To ve The Sincerity, the 4 Readineſs, in oppoſition to all Pretext, Excuſe, and 
Delay. Os h #1Ao7o Yngνe TY οονẽʒNu 04 Ot rαεννν i" wearer xporov. SOME inſtantly and cordi- 
ally entered into the Contederacy ; others deferred it for a while, as having no regard but to their 
own Safety. Diodor. Sic. p. 405. $ 75 Pp f | | | 

T Toro yag in ovuPips. Theſe Words do not refer to the immediately foregoing, and itz. | 


chat the Apoſtles giving them his Advice was for their advantage; but contain Part of 


vice itſelf. It is for your advantage, wiz. to give this Proof of the Genuineſs of your Love, as 
at v. 8. or to finiſh your Collection, as at v. 11. Grotias thinks that the Expreſſion of, & wor T6 
rennen, aa x} v Jeu, is but ju/t talerable, and would have the Order of the Words inverted ; 
o To Jh, E NN 9 T9 reine. Bat if we conſider, that T0470 &%4 denotes the Beginning of the 


Collection they had actually made, intimated in his Advice, vr ro eniriAoa, to nid or com- 


pleat it; and that the v 9:2 denotes the Readineſs and willing Manner in which they began it, 
expreſſed by their rpoSupa, we may reſt content with the 2 Order of the Words, as the 
they give is a very good one, vix. chat they not only gan their Contributions, | bat began 

, 5 : 4 as 


* * 


11 | 

as you formerly ſhewed a very great Willingneſs of Mind, your Actions may 
be every Way anſwerable to it, according to what you ſeverally poſſeſs, Whe- 
ther your Subſtance, and what you give out of it, be more or leſs, tis the li- 
beral and ready Diſpoſition that adds the true Value to the Gift, and renders it. 
acceptable in the Sight of God, who regards the Offering of a willing Heart, 
when proportioned to what we have, and expects nothing from us above the 
Ability with which he hath intruſted us. | TEEN * 

Not that I exhort you to this Collection to exempt “ other Churches from 
this Service, to lay the Burden wholly upon you, and ſtraiten you in your Cir- 
cumſtances; nor that, by the Relief you give to others, you ſhould bring, 
yourſelves into the ſame Neceſſities and Diſtreſſes which they labour under. No. 
What IT adviſe to, is what Equity itſelf directs; that now, in this preſent Exi- 
gency, the Wants of others may find a Supply out of your Abundance, that 
all may + equally have the Neceſſaries of Life; that if ever you ſhould be re- 
duced to the ſame indigent Condition, you may obtain Relief from their Abun- 
dance; that thus there may be a farther Equality in the mutual Communica- 
tion and Reception of Benefits. And thus you will act according to the Rule 
preſcribed by God himſelf to the I uelites of old, in the gathering of Manna, 
when he who had gathered more than his Share, was ordered to give to him 
who had leſs; inſomuch that he who gathered much, i. e. more than he could 
uſe, had nothing over; and he who gathered little had no Lack. 1 

*Tis with Thankfulneſs to God, that I reflect on the Care and Diligence that 
Titus hath expreſſed in this Affair; and that he hath excited in his Heart the 
fame Affection for you, and Concern for your Honour, that I have myſelf. 
For tho', when I adviſed him to wait. on you in Perſon, he readily complied ; | 
yet he needed not any Exhortation from me to do it. Such was his earneſt 
Deſire to promote this good Deſign, that through his own Inclination and 
Choice, he determined on the Journey, and chearfully undertook it. . With 


® Ov ve, wa a, ano, vr N Mars. The is defective, and muſt be ſi 
from v. 10. & yap ywpn M, I do not this ice, viz. that other Men be eaſed, and 
burthened; which Words are capable of a double Signification : either, that others ſhould be þ 
and they have the whole Burden of the Collection; or that they ſhould, by eaſing others, you 
themſelves into the ſame ſtraits and Difficulties with thoſe they relieved. I have expreſſed 
Senſes in the Paraphraſe, tho” I prefer the latter, It may be obſerved alſo, that the Word ae 
1 in 8 that Indolence and Sloth, and criminal Eaſe; which is 

e Effect nty. Axrarre ha TV ,n xXx tig avec | Napf ayeorn Te e , 

They had ſuch Plenty, as that ey were All diſpoſed to 64 into Sloth,: Luxury, and — 

ignoble Corruption of Body and Mind. Diod. Sic. Excerp. de Virt. & Vit. p. 554. And Clodius 
accuſed the Conſuls, c avre; arg" ny r XIfUα , TOY TORSO! boi, u ate 711 
ſaying, that they negligently —_— e War, and _ themſelves up to — 5 
and Luxury. Idem ibid. p. $665, Now the Apoſtle abe plead for ſuch a Relief for the Jew 
Chriſtians, as might, at of the Corinthians Conveniences, furniſh them with the Means 
of indulging to Indolence and Luxury. LP | | 

+ EZ worm. By the Rule of Equality. "Tis a ſimilar Expreſſion of Plato, in his Conviv. Mn 
we if n n. Twould not be upon the Squars,. or a Par, as we commonly fay. In like manner, 
Xenophon, Cyrop. p. 84. c. wx 20 ten ofs d all have an equal Zelt. and 
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him I have ſent another Brother, of great Reputation and Character amidſt all 
the Churches, for his Integrity and Diligence in the Service and Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel. And you owe him the greater Regard, becauſe he was not only 
appointed by me, and of high Eſteem amongſt the Churches, but “ choſen by 
_ their commom Suffrages, that he ſhould be the Companion of my Travels, in 
order with me to take Care of the Adminiſtration of your Charity, by which 
the Honour of our common Lord will be fo effectually promoted, and your 
Readineſs to conimunicate and do Good receive the fulleſt and moſt ſubſtantial 
Proof, And this I am the more pleaſed with, as I would F avoid every Suſpi- 
cion as to the Mifapplication of ſo t large a Bounty, and incur no Man's Cen- 
ſure, as tho? I had failed in my Integrity and Care in the proper Diſtribution of 
it; not thinking it ſufficient, that 1 can approve my Conduct to the Lord, but 
| E that it may appear blameleſs even in the Sight of all Men. 
I have therefore ſent with them another of the Brethren, of whoſe Fidelity and 
Diligence I have had frequent and full Proof; but who on this Occaſion hath 
diſcovered a peculiar Zeal, on account of | the Confidence he places in your 


os pores d, avis x} yerporornIuge This Expreſſion is defective, and when compleated, will ac- 
count for xuporomdu; _—_— in the Nominative Caſe, without any Soleci/m. he d 0 e 
. he Lace TW An, annex xupromvuc, ſci. 1. Not only ws bis Praiſe throughout a 
76. Churches, but he was alſo thoſen by tbem. | | N 
+ Eros vr. Avoiding, being cautious of this. Triu,“,t ue dan, ſeems y to bave 
been a nautice/ Term, and to denote the compleatly fitting out a Ship or Fleet, and is explained by 
Phbavorinas by wromGova:, ornari, inſtrui; and thus Pelias furnithed Faſon with all things ne- 
ce ” for his Expedition, and exhorted him to undertake it, gude ror mAwy ag Konyer, getting 
All things reatly to fail for Co/ch/:. Died. Sic. I. 4. $ 40. and d vi #2ur irs Rodgda, 541. 
which he explains by ziownowrt wars Toig arnxess, furniſhing it with all Conveniencies, G 41. or 
7h N mtu, With every Neceſſary belonging to it. Bid. Hence it farther denotes, to ſend 
a Ship or Fleet, when thus fitted out, upon any Expedition. En" Aar. mwroxorroger agr. 
lian. V. H. I. 8. c. 2. He fitted out a fifty-oar\d Bally to bring Anarreon to him. Hence to 
withdtaw ofte's {elf by Sea from any Place, through Diſappointment or Fear. Thus Peleus being 
diſappointed of the Kingdom, left Athens, ng amoiniar C, failing away to form a Colony. 
hen. V. H. I. S. c. 5. Hence it is uſed in a more general Senſe, to ſend, or take away, to re- 
move; ruht v -contrubere valum. Lucian. Ver. Hiſt. I. 1. p. 74. Icia ww %] they 
drew up, they furted their Sails. Hom. I. a. v. 433. explained by the Scholiaſt, , they 
took them down. Hence Perſons are ſaid; c, to be ſent or moved away; and iz voc. Med. 
toavithdrauw themſelves from, to avoid, to be cautious, or fearful of any thing, and fly from it, 
Hefyebiut explains rooxeras by pr; and in this Senſe, of avoiding through Caution and Fear, 
tis uſed by Pohbius, as Raphelins hath obſerved; on A#s xx. 20. and by Hippocrates, Kai vr av 
/ „eg wy em39ufieeois, uh: gu 3 they neither abſtain from or avoid any thing which they 
defires De priſea Med. p. 10. J. 13. as Fogfis hath remarked. And by Plutarch, who ſpeaking of 
Mens Paffions, deſcribes them as gνj,w dat Ti aperto the cave, for. 2. p. 501. not ſuffering him, 
as it were, to take down his Sails, M u being drove before the ſtormy Wind, or to come 
quietly and ſafely into his Port. Vid. Elſner. in 2 Theſſ. iii. 56. | | 
Teen T1 ag dag. This Expreſſion is ambi and may _y denote, either the 
Confidence of the Apoſtle, or of that other Brother which he ſent; in the Corinthians Readineſs 
to finiſh the Collection. I have expreſſed both in the Paraphraſe. - Ly 
24} Aljorms Tavry. Ia this Abundance. Heſychius and Suidar explain aJo; by move, jryas, .- 
. wy arge Poſſeſſions. Diod. 22 * 546. J. 44. Adhas Wmapuc, he frequently. 
uſes for a Army. 63 agent, fp eg Tech, gg. 1 


Ki | 
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Benevolence, and becauſe of the Aſſurance I have expreſſed to him, that you 
- will not diſappoint our Expectations from you. So that, if the Characters of 
the Meſſengers employed in this Service be inquired into, they are ſuch as de- 
ſerve your utmoſt Credit and Reſpect. As to Titus, he is my Partner, and 
Fellow-labourer in preaching the Goſpel to you; and the other Brethren, they 
are no leſs than the Meſſengers of the Churches, and the Glory of Chriſt, honoured 
by him in the Miniſtry committed to them, and affectionately deſirous to pro- 
mote his Glory in the whole Exerciſe of it. You will therefore give them the 
proper Demonſtrations of your Benevolence and Charity; ſhewing before them, 
and the Churches whom. they repreſent, that the Commendations we have be- 
ſtowed. on you have been well deſerved, and the Aſſurance we have expreſſed 
of your generous and friendly Diſpoſition, hath not been haſty, and withour 
any real Foundation of Truth to ſupport it. 14 

I write theſe Things, not from any Suſpicion I have of your Diſinclination or 
Back wardneſs to this Service of Love, or becauſe I imagine you need much 
Perſuaſion to complete what your own Generoſity prompted you to begin. I 
own it is needleſs for me to enlarge on this Subject of your Contribution to the 
Saints; for I bear you Witneſs, that you want not the Diſpoſition to it; and 
of this I have already made my Boaſt amongſt the Macedonian Converts, that 
thoſe of Achaia were already prepared above an Year ago. And your Forward- 
neſs and Zeal on this account I have ſpoken ſo often and honourably of, as that 
many have been excited by it to follow the Pattern you have ſet them. And 
therefore I have ſent the Brethren, only to prevent any Diſappointment in the 
Affair, and that your Collection may be ready, leſt the Boaſts we have made 
of you ſhould at laſt appear to be wholly vain and groundleſs. For ſhould 
any of the Macedonian Churches come with me, and find you, notwithſtanding 
all the Aſſurances I have given them, altogether unprepared ; how much Rea- 
ſon ſhall T have, to ſay nothing of you yourſelves, to be aſhamed of the * con- 
Adent Manner in which I have gloried before them concerning you. 

l thought it therefore neceſſary to adviſe the Brethren, that before I came to 
you myſelf, they ſhould-firſt attend you, and intirely finiſh the bountiful Col- 
lection you F had formerly promiſed; that on my coming I might. find it a 


Eo ry cao raurn Tis xavxnow;. In this Janie confident Boaſting, or Confidence of Boaſft- 
| thg-; and ſo chap. xi. v. 17. And this Jenſe is agreeable enough to * native genauen of 
the Word, as it denotes Subſtance, or what really and ſubſtantially exiſts ; in which ſenſe tis ſeve- 
ral times uſed by Sextus Empir. See him, Cont. Math. 1.9. F 187, & alibi, Hence vroracy 
TT e is uſed by Diodorus Siculus, to denote the Firmneſs, Courage, and Confidence of the 
Mind under Torture. 2 p. 557. But as vrorac; ſignifies alſo the Subjef?, or Argument, 
ry Perſon treats of, it may here denote only, In this Subject“, or Argument, of my Boaſting. In 
this ſenſe the Word is ſeveral times uſed by Diadarus Siculus; ſee p. 6. c. 28. and by Lucian. de 
Paraſ. p. 858. f 29. wins Th; vroraows Ty enrogmens 3 the Subject or Art of Rhetorick. 
+ T tpizarwyyAyern whovyian, Evioynian 25 It is derived from t» and ayw, dico, or colligo, may 
fignify either B/e/ing, as we have it in our Margin, or a good and liberal Collection ; both a- 
mounting to the ſame thing; tho“, „ I ſhould rather take it in the latter 


* 


&* 


Cxii. 9. It ſhall always be in Remembrance before 


; Senſe, of a large Collection. But whereas we render wpoxar 
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Contribution worthy the Generoſity of your Minds, and have no Reaſon to 
complain, from the Smallneſs of the Gift, of the ſordid and avaritious Spirit of 
the Givers. And this I mention for your Sakes ; becauſe, as the Husbandman 
who ſows his Seed in too 1 a Manner, can reap only a ſcanty Harveſt, ſo 
it is in Acts of Charity and Mercy: The penurious Giver ſhall receive as 


a Reward from God; whilſt tbe liberal Heart, who deviſeth and doth liberal 
Things, ſhall obtain as liberal a Recompence, even as he who ſcatters his Seed 


with a free and open Hand, ſhall receive as rich and plentiful a Crop, 
In this, however, I leave you intirely to the Dictates of your own Breaſts. 


Let every one follow his own Judgment, and do what his Heart ſuggeſts and 


rompts him to. Whether he gives more or leſs, let him not do it with Re- 
uctance or Grudging, or as tho' compelled. to it by an unwilling Neceſſity, 
= voluntarily and with Pleaſure, as remembring that God loves a chearful 
iver. 4 1 x 
Nor let any one imagine, that what he beſtows on this Occaſion is wholly 
Joſt, and can be of no Advantage to himſelf, For God, by the Favour of his 
Providence, is beth able and ready abundantly to recompenſe you with every 
good Gift, that you may always have ſuch a Sufficiency of all Bleſſings, as is 
not only neceſſary for your own Supply, but as may enable you to gratify the 
moſt friendly Diſpoſitions of your own Hearts to every good Work : For thus 
*tis written of the bountiful and compaſſionate Perſon : He hath. diſperſed 
abroad. He hath given to the Poor. His eL for ever, Pſal. 
| „and the good Effects 
of it ſhall follow him to the End of Life, and increaſe his Reward in the ever- 
laſting World that is to come. | 
And accordingly my ſincere Prayer for you is, That he who conſtantly ſup- 
plies the Husbandman with his Seed, and provides * all with Bread for the 
Support of Life, may alſo ſo proſper the Seeds of Charity that you now ſow, 


as that you may reap in Kind the largeſt Abundance from them, as your im- 


mediate Recompence ; that thus you may be enabled by him to increaſe in all 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, being ſo enriched by him with every Bleſſing, 
as that you may always have the Means of acting according to the Dictates of 
the moſt generous Liberality. _ | 

This will eyer be acknowledged by us with the utmoſt Gratitude and 


| Thankfulneſs to God ; not only becauſe this Service, with the Diſpoſal of which 


you have entruſted us, is a ſeaſonable + Supply for the Wants of the Saints; 
Wark NS ö <3 ; . N but 6 

, whereof ye had notice he- 

fore, or which hath been ſo much ſpoken of before, as in the Margin, f had — Kb it 2 1. 


timations, or Promiſes, which the Corinthians had given to the Apoſtle on this Subject, and which 


in conſequence they had begun, and which the Apoſtle had boaſted of to the Macedonians, that 


it was in a great meaſure ready, 


* Apron rg een, xognynoze 80 Diod. Sic. Excerp. de Virtut. & Vit. v. 2. f. 566. app a- 
7 5 2 
T Ilpoaraningers Ta vripnuars. The Word properly ſignifies to furniſh, or fill up what is, 
or ſeems deſective. Thus Jupiter did, ra wys Tr; avropuens xy rug ug; xD e ο , Compleat 
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but more than this, largely occaſions the Jeiſb Converts to offer up manifold 
Thankſgivings to God on your Behalf; who will not fail to glorify God, in 
Acknowledgment of the Sincerity of that common Subjection to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, you of the Gentiles have made the Profeſſion of, whilſt they experi- 
ence ſo ſubſtantial a Proof of it, in the diſintereſted Manner in which they ſee 
contribute to them, and to all others. In Conſequence of this, you will 

ve a Share in their Prayers, from the ſingular Affection they muſt bear you, 
and their feryent Deſire of your Happineſs, for the exceeding Favour of God 
towards them, by you, as the Inſtruments of conferring it. 

From theſe manifold good Effects of your Bounty, which I promiſe myſelf 
I ſhall ſoon have abundant Proof of, I join with the Churches you relieve, in 
this Acknowledgment : Thanks be to God for this his unſpeakable Gift beſtowed 
on them; which can never be acknowledged with due Thankfulneſs to him, 
or ſufficient Gratitude to you. | 


every thing relating to the making good Laws, and ſettling Peace. Diodor. Sic. J. 5. p. 387. 671. 
And Phils tells us of a bad Cuſtom in his Days, (Oh that it was not ſo common in our own I)] of 
ſome Men, Ta un auruy » Tv Myw TpoomanAnperry; opxo, filling up their Converſation with ſupple- 
mental oaths. De x. Orac. p. 196. c. 18. SIPS , "OF 
Tu uToT&y1 rug 0fLOACYIQ; vH £45 To SVG YENGON Ord opuonoyic gnifies, ei a common 
Conſent in any thing, or a Profeſſion or Promiſe made by Word, or ratified more ſolemnly by 
2 3 CR «5%. There is in ſome reſpe& an Agreement amongſt m_ 
. Lucian. araſ. p. 859. c. 89. Ones Ta; w Tory N þ Ta w Toi - 
NH. He kept his verbal Engagements as religiouſly _— 4 by Oath, 
vag. Iſocr. p. 197. c. And accordingly this — U of the Apoſtle, which we render, your 
profeſſed Subjection to the Goſpel, may mean, that ib Chriſtians would acknowledge, to the 
iſe of God's Glory, that the Subjection of theſe Gentile Converts to the Goſpel of Chriſt was 
as real, effectual, and ſaving as their own; and it may be rendered, Glorifying God for your com- 
mon Subjection with them to the Goſpel of Chrift : Or if we retain the other Senſe ; for your /a- 
lemnly avowed or openly acknowledged and promiſed Subjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt, © 
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